os 


Printed by J. DRAPER, for J. EDWARDS and 


THE 
DOCTRINE 
8 WE: | 
PREDESTINATION 
unto LIFE, 
Explained and Vindicated : 


In Four SERMONS, preach'd to the Church of 


CHRIST,meeting inBrattle-Street,and publiſh'd 
at their general Defire : With ſome additional 
Paſſages and Quotation. 


By WILLIAM COOPER, 


One of the PASTORS of (aid Church. 


With a PREFACE by the Senior Paſtors of the 


Town. 
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Doctri nam autem hanc de prædeſtinatione Dei 
kæter na atque immutabili, eſſe neque ſuppri- 
mendam omnino, neque in ſcholis tantum 
inter doctos explicandam, ſed etiam in Pulpi- _ 
tis ad populum pradicandam ; ſed ſobrie, hoc 
eſt, juxta ea tantum, quz de hac in ſtripturis 
revelata ſunt ; et prudenter, hoc eſt, ſermone 
ita attemperato, ut neque ad licentiam, neque 
ad deſperationem adducat, ſed ad zdificatio- 
nem faciat, dico, atque doceo. Zach 
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TO THE 


R E A D E R. 
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HE Subject cf the following 
z> Treatiſe is one of the Doctrines 
E of the Reformation, embrac'd 


22 when they thithy oft 
the Yoke, and renounc'd the Errors of 
Popery ; and is particularly the Doctrine. 
not only of the Church of Scotland, bur of 
England and Ireland, as they are by Law 


\#Rabliſhed, Yet it is embrac'd "by Wm, 89 I 


\ 


| higheſt 4doration. You will ſee with what 
Reaſon from the plain and ſincere word of 
| God, thro the following Diſcourſes; which 


brief an Explanation and Vindication. of, | 
be like to meet with; and well ſuited to 


Convince Gainſayers, fatisfy the deubting,' 
ellabliſn the wave ing, and ftop the Mouth. 


(2) 


was by the Reformers from Popery, becauſe _ 
we find it in our Bible. This it is that 
makes us Predeſtinarians and Calviniſis: 
For Calvin nor Auguſtine, nor any Names 
whatever, are any thing to us, but as they 
ſpeak from the Holy Scriptures. Theſe ate 
our only Oracle. What we find there, we 
believe and profeſs, tho' incomprehenſible 
to our weak and ſhallow Minds, which are 
by no means the Meaſpreat Truth. And 
we think we act a perſectly rational Part, 
as well as reverent before the HIGH GOD, _ 
the Infinite Intelligence, in bowing our Un- 
clerſtandings to his Reyelations reſpecting 
Truth and Duty, even where we cannot 
anſwer every Scruple or Objection, for the 
reconciling ſeeming Oppoſitions. _—_ 


Let none then entertain the Doctrine 3 
of Election with Averſion, Scoft and Ridi- | 
gule; but with the loweſt Rewverence and 


are, in our Judgment, as modeſt ſtrong and! Þ 
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this important Truth, as the Reader will 
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(3) 


of vain Talkers, in Contradiction to the 


faithful Mord, which we are commanded to 
bold faſt and contend tor. 


We willingly take this Opportunity to 
teſtify our Concurrence with the Author in 
the Verity and Importance of this Doctrine; 
and our Satisfaction in his having preach'd 


and publiſh'd theſe Diſcourſes, 


And it is our hearty Prayer toGod that 
the Churches of the Reformation, and our 
Churches in particular, may be confirm'd 
and eſtabliſhed in this and other Doctrines 
of Grace, as they have been of old deliver'd 
to em and received by em: And that as 
it is their indiſputable Right and Duty in 
their choice of Paſtors, to take heed to the 
Soundneſs of their Principles, as well as to 


their godly-Life and edifying Gifts, they 
1 * 2 85 6 | | | - 
may ever do ſo inFidelity to Gd, and Care 
of their own Souls, and thoſe of their Fa- 


miles, 

That theſe Diſcourſes may be attended 
with a Divine Blefling ſor theſeEnds, and 
that our dear Brother may long live 2 
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GHOST has made him an Overſeer, to _ 
feed them in the Strength of the LORD 7 
G O D, and be continued a burning Light 
before all the Churches; and after a 


. Life of great Services receive the Rewards 


of the wiſe and faithful Servant at the 
Coming of our LORD, are the Prayers of 


his Bretbren and Fellow-Servints . him 


to theſe Churches of CRS T.. 1 


Benjamin Colman, F 
Joſeph Sewall, \ 
T homas Prince, 4 
Andrew LeMercier, J 
John Webh 
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5 ROMANS, VIII. 29, 39. 


For whom be did fore-know, he alſo did pre- 
deſtinate to be N to the image of 
bis Son, that be might be the firſt-bor 

= among many brethren. 
cover, whom be did predeſtinate, them 

be alſo called; and whom he called, them 
be alfo juſtified ; and whom be joffifid 
them be 77 glorißed. | 


HE apoſtle kaving in the 
Do foregoing chapters of this 
kB} epiltle, explain'd the doct - 
I rine of juſtification, and 
prels d the neceflity of 
= ſanification, applies him- 
25 ſelf in this to the conſolati- 
on of the Lord's people. For the holy 
F B ran 
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F Predeſtination 
„„ Et Es 
ſcriptures are not only p refitable for doctrine 


ſuch as a freedom from guilt and condem- 


7 relation to God as his children, a title ts 


Ad fore-know,thems be alſo did predeſtinate, &c. 4 


s plainly fer before us Theſe words have 


for reproof, for correct ion, and inſtruction in 
r4phteouſneſs, but are written that we, thro 
patience and comfort of them, might have hope: 


$0 
4 
. 
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And the miniſters of the word are appoint- 


ed to be helpers of the joy of them who thro 
grace hade believed. And, as a worthy Ex- 
poſitor 4 ſays of this chapter, many of the 
people of God have found it a well-ſpring 
of comfort to their ſouls, living and dying, 


and haveſuck'd and been ſatisfied from theſe 


breaſts of conſolation, and with joy drawn 
water out of theſe wells of ſalvation. _ 5 
Having reckon d up many particular in- 
ces of the happineſs ot true chriſtians, 


nation, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, 
uture glory, and the concurrence of all 
providences to promote their ſpiritual and 
everlaſting good, he repreſents the ground 
of all cheſe as laid in God's eternal decree © 
of Election, or Predeſtination unto life, in 
the words that I have read. For whom be 


Here the order of the cauſes of our ſalvation X 


been commonly call'd the golden chain of i 
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unto Life:: 3 


e ſalvation; and ſuch a chain it is as cannot 
be broken. There are four links in it. 


o T1. Whom he did fore-know, he alſo did pre- 
'3  deſtinate to be confermed to the image of his Son. 
t- Whom he did fore-know, This is the foun- 
% dation upon which the whole frame of the 
x- Jurpriſing work of man's redemption ſtands ; 
ae the firſt thing to be conſider d in the ſcheme 
ig of ſalvation, upon which all the other parts 
g, follow, and with which they are inſepera- 
ſe bly connected. It is here ſaid of a num- 
py ber of the children of men, as diſtinguiſh'd 
from the reſt, that God has fore-known them. 
And this fore Knowledge implies choice; 
1s, his having pitch'd upon them to be the 
n- HObjects on whom his redeeming grace ſhall 
it, be glorified, It is the ſame with that ever- 
ro laſt ing love, wherewith he is ſaid to have 
all loved his people, Jer. 31. 3. And means 
nd nothing leſs than his having ſer them apart 
nd for bimſelf, Plal.q. 3. Words of knowledge 
ree in ſcripture often ſigniſie affection and 
in Fhoice. So God ſaid ro Moſes, Exod. 33. 
be 7. Thou haſt found grace in my ſight, and 1 
c. nom thee by name, Where one expreſſion 
on xplains the other. So the apoſtle tells ue, 
ave g Cor. 8. 3. That if any man love God, (le 
of Wame 3s known of bim. A knowledge of fa- 
Fa our and good-will muſt needs be here in- 
„ nded; and this previous ang preparatory 
any thing recommentding and lovely 1:1 
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4 Of Predeſtination 


the objects of it; as is plain from the man- 
ner in which the apoſtle ſpeaks to the Ga- 
latians, ch. 4. v. 9. Ye have known God, or 
rather are known of Cod. On the other hand, © 
we are told |] ourSaviour will ſay to ſome 


in the great day, I never knew you, i e. I 


never approv'd and own'd you ; tor both 
their perſons and characters were well 
known to him. The ſame word is rendred 


Chriſt ) was verily fore ordained before the 
foundation of the world, but was manifeſt in 
theſe laſt times for ou. God's fore-knowing _ 
his people means nothing leſs than his 
eternal purpoſe ro make them his friends 


and favourites. It muſt ſignifie his deter- 


_— 


—— 
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Mat. 7. 23. 1 
+ Duplex Dei decretum verſatur circa eleffos, 
quorum alterum appellat Apoſtolus Teg'vwow, | 
_alterum weggowv, predeflinationem, ſive | 
eleftionem. Ilia autem mwegivens, ſive Pranotio, | 
non eft nude et ſimplicis notitiæ, ſed approba- 
tons, juxta uſitatiſſimam ſcripture phraſio- * 
iam. Si quis diligit Deum, hie cognitus eſt 
ab eo. Ecquid cognitione nuda, ſecluſa appro- 
bat ione Dei? At fic cignuſcuntur etiam 
-, ofores Dei. Twiſei Vind. Grat. Lib. 3. 
„ 
Piiam aPiſcatore obhſer datum reg yooiv et "v0 0a 
vro eodem biber. poke” a | 520 i | 
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mining to do them good, to call, juſtifie, 
and ſanctifie them now, and glorifie them 
r © hereafter, N . 
„ Thoſe whom God thus fore-knew, he 
did predeſtinate to be conformed to the image of 
bis ſon ; to be like to Jeſus Chriſt in the 
temper of their minds, and actions of their 
1 lives. This takes in the whole work of 
d lanctification, of which Chriſt is the great 
e. pattern and ſamplar. Obſerve ; It is not 
he ſaid God fore knew they would be con- 
in form'd to the image of his fon, and fo pre- 
g *deltinated them, as ſome turn the ſence of 
15 the words. This cannot be the meaning 
ds olf them; for this conformity to Chriſt is 
ſaid to be the thing they are predeſtinated 
to, and is made the reſult of this fore- 
knowledge; the effect of it, and not the 
cauſe. I bom he did fore nom, them be did 
predeſtinate to be conformed to the image of bis 
ſon. Being deſign'd for glory and happineſs 
as the end, they are decreed to grace and 
Holineſs as the way. For if there is a dif- 
ſerence between fore-knowledge and pre- 
Neſtination, it ſeems to be this, the former 
is the appointment of the end, the other 
of che means unto it. And they are pre- 
„ 3. deltinated to this conformity to the image 


W.:: whole work of redemption. That he might 
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be the firſt born among many brethren ; might 
have the honour of being the great pattern 


of holineſs, as well as the meritorious cauſe 


of our ſalvation, and fo in all things might 


have the preheminence. 
2. Whom he did predeſtinate, them he 
alſo called. Not only with the external 


call; ſo many are called, that were not 


choſen ; bur with the internal and effec 
tual call; which is the work of the Spirit 
of God, whereby he convinces the conſci- 


ence of guilt and wrach, enlightens the un- 
derſtanding in the knowledge of Chriſt ; 


bows the will, and inclines the heart, to 
embrace him as a ſaviour, and obey him as 


a king and lord. Tis, ſays one, an effec- 
tual call from ſelf and earth, to God. and 
Chriſt, and heaven, as the end; from ſin 
and vanity, to grace and holineſs, and ſeri- 


ouſneſs, as the way.” This is the firſt 


open work of grace upon an elect perſon. 
And all whom God has from eternity pre- 
deſtinated to grace and glory, he does in 
yy own way and time, thus effectually 
Call, 


Being in their effectual calling perſwaded 


and enabled to embrace the Lord Jeſus: 


1 4 —_— 
_— — 
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t Matt. 12. 16. 


3. Whom he called, them he alſo juſtified. a 


Chriſt 
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. Chriſt as he is offered in the goſpel, tl 
are thro' him abſolved from guilt, and ac- 
cepted as righteous ; are no longer look d 
upon and dealt with as criminals, but 
 own'd and lov'd as friends and favourites. 
4. Whom he juſtified, chem he alſo 
- glorified. The other privileges the elect of 
Gd are made partakers of in time, this of 
M # lorification, when time ſhall be with them 
1 Ks bo more ; in the ſoul firſt at death, in ſoul 
and body united after the reſurre&ion, 
through a bleſled never-ending eternity. 
Io this they were deſign d in their electi- 
on; for this they are prepared by their 
; eflectual calling, and the ſanctification of 


tand connected in our text; and I have 
put lately diſcours'd concerning, tWo of 
ſthem, effectual calling and juſtification. My 
s Reſent purpoſe therefore is, to treat only 


[1 A "2 10 EN . q - | 
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in the holy ſcriptures, that 'tis really 
ſtrange that any who profeſs to regulate 


.. God's children. 


of that which is the ground of them all, 
and from which the reſt reſult, namely, 
Election, or Predeſtination unto life, __ 


This is an illuſtrious and very precious 
doctrine of chriſtianity; ſo plainly reveal'd 


F : : N 
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their faith by the bible can deny it. Yet 
tis not only deny'd by many, but decried 
and reproach'd as unworthy of God, and 
prejudicial to religion; while others wo 
don*t care to deny it, yet ſpeak of it as 
amongſt thoſe myſterious, controverſial, and 
ſpeculative points, which it is beſt not to 
meddle with; and ſo they would have it 
ſmother'd in the church, and ſhut our of 
our ſermons. 4 
Frue indeed this doctrine has its myſte- 
ries, and abſtruſe difficulties, when our 
minds try to enter far into it; ſo has other 
doctrines of the goſpel which yet we muſt 
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affirm conſtantly, and endeavour to explain. 


Nor is it a doctrine purely ſpeculative; no, 
it has a powerful influence upon vital re- 


| 
ligion, and practical godlineſs —— It has 
a direct tendency to advance the glory of A 
God's grace in our ſalvation, to humble the 


Pride of 'man, to engage the love, excite 
the praiſes, and conſtrain the obedience of 


Our 
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O.ur ſaviour preachd this doctrine; ſo 
did his apoſtles after him; and the epiſttes 
to the churches are full of it; which plain- 
ly ſhews God would not have it lock'd up 
from his people. Should we therefore, who 
now preach the goſpel to you, paſs it over 
in filence, we ſhould not be able to ſay we 
have declar'd to you the whole counſel of God. 
I humbly apprehend ſuch an omiffion 
would be in effect to ſay, that Chriſt and 
his apoſtles preach'd, and the ſcriptures 
reveal a doctrine, which is found to be 
uleleſs if not hurtful, and therefore may 
not now be inſiſted on. And would not 
his be to reproach the Holy Spirit who 
"has indited the ſcriptures, and to do an 
unſpeakable injury to revelation it ſelf? 
| Beſides, we are verily perſwaded the 
ee dification and conſolation of the pes ie 
of God, are not a little concern'd in the 
opening and apply ing of this truth; and 
hat many other doctrines of the goſpel 
Cannot be righly underſtood without it 
have therefore choſen this for my ſubject, 
eat of the chapter that has been read in 
8 urle this afternoon : ſenſible, I hope, that 
in awful and tremendous ſubject ; and 
uh an humble dependence or the Holy 
pbieit ſo to enlighten and aſſiſt me, as that 
ne truth may not ſuffer, nor any ſoul be 
Wt, thro an unskilfu} management. 
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Indeed, let the ſubject be managed never 
fo: cautiouſly & ſcripturally, it can hardly 


diſcourſes of the apoſtle himſelf were, of 
| whom we read, Acts 19. 8, 9. That when 


conſiſtent with clearneſs, yet I can 
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be expected but it will be treated as the 


he went into the ſynagogne, and ſpake boldly for | 
the ſpace of three months, diſputing and perſwa- | 
ding the things concerning the kingdom of God, 1 


divers were hardned, and believed not, but 
ſpake evil of that way before the multitude. y 


But duty 1s ours, and the event God's. Weg 
muſt always leave the ſucceſs of our preach · 
ing with him; and we are aſſured his wordg 
will get return void, but will accompliſh rhegþ 
thing whereunto i is ſent F If any ſhould be 
enrag' d and hardn d by the things that are 
ſpoken, and wreſt them to their own de{f 
ſtruction, ( which God forbid ! ) ſome, li 
truſt, may be confirm'd, edified, and com- 
forted. Yea, poflibly thele diſcourſes on 
election, may be bleſs'd for the converſion 
of ſome of the elect of God, who may be 
awakned hereby to give diligence to make 
their calling aud election ſure; And if ſo 
iree-grace will have the glory. : 
Tho' I ſhall ſtudy as much brevity as 15 

t pro- 
ſecute my deſign within the compals of * 
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! Sgle ſermon ; three or four diſcourſes, if 
had give us the opportunity for them, will 
© ie little eno' for my purpoſe. . And now, 
oi ly Hearers,let me crave, and, as I ſpeak in 
en ie name of Chriſt, I may demand your 
r Feyerend and ſerious attention. Let me 
'a- Exitreat you to lay aſide prejudices, if you 
d, ye entertain'd any, againſt this doctrine, 
t ia to receive with meekneſs the engrafted word 
de. Which is able to ſave your fqn Let me de- 
Weg you to ſtop all cenſures till J have fi- 
ch. ih d the ſubject, if, thro the good hand 
ordafgur God upon us, I may be allowed to 
rhed Wo. And let me further ask you, before 
| ter oceed, to lift up your heart to God, in 
artame ſuch ſecret perition as this, © Lord 
de p is dodrine be according to thy mind 
ge, M will, ſuffer not my mind to be preju- 
om-uged againſt it; but help me to receive 
s ONES che love of it, and to improve it to all 
rſionſhe holy ſaving purpoſes for which thou 
y be reveal'd it in thy word!“ Af any will 
ma ko thus, let me tell them, their minds 
lo hot rightly diſpos'd to hear, nor can 
ee look'd upon to be ſincere enquirers 

as I trutr̃n. e 
pro- | | n 45 
of now the method in which, thro' 

___ litancc, I would purſue the fub- 
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Indeed, let the ſubje& be managed never 
fo cautiouſly & ſcripcurally, it can hardly 
be expected but it will be treated as the 
dilcourſes of the apoſtle himſelf were, of 
whom we read, Acts 19. 8, 9. That when 


he went into the ſynagogue, and ſpake buldly for 


the ſpace of three months, diſputing and perſwa- 


ding the things concerning the kingdom of God, 


divers were hardned, and believed not, but 
ſpake evil of that way before the multitude. 


But duty 1s ours, and the event God's. We 
muſt always leave the ſucceſs of our preach- 
ing with him; and we are aflured his word 
will zot return void, but will accompliſh ibe 


thing whereunto is is ſent F If any ſhould be 1 
enrag'd and hardn'd by the things that are { 

ſpoken, and wreſt them to their own de- If 
ſtruction, (which God forbid ! ) ſome, I 


truſt, may be confirm'd, edified, and com- f 


forted. Yea, poflibly thele diſcourſes on t 
election, may be bleſs'd for the converſion wh 
of ſome of the ele& of God, who may be 
awakned hereby to give diligence to make | 
their calling aud election ſure; And if ſo, © 


iree-grace will have the glory. 


Tho' I ſhall ſtudy as much brevity as is a 
conſiſtent with clearneſs, yet I can't pro- 
ſecute my deſign within the compals of a 
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ſingle ſermon; three or four diſcourſes, if 
Bad give us the opportunity for them, will 
be little eno' for my purpoſe. And now, 
my Hearers,let me crave, and, as I ſpeak in 
the name of Chriſt, I may demand your 
reverend and ſerious attention, Let me 
entreat you to lay aſide prejudices, if you 
have entertain'd any, againſt this doctrine, 
and to receive with meekneſs the engrafted-word 
Which is able to ſave your ſouls, Let me de- 
fire you to ſtop all cenſures till I have fi- 
'  Niſhd the ſubject, if, thro' the good hand 
bon our God upon us, I may be allowed to 
do ſo. And let me further ask you, before 
I proceed, to lift up your heart to God, in 
ſome ſuch ſecret petition as this, Lord! 
this doctrine be according to thy mind 
| and will, \uffer not my mind to be preju- 
died againſt it; but help me to receive 
it in the love of it, and to improve it to all 
1 thb(c holy ſaving purpoſes for which thou 
* haſt reveal'd it in thy word!“ If any will 
e not do thus, let me tell them, their minds 
„ Are not rightly diſpos'd to hear, nor can 
ens) t upon to be ſincere enquirers 
r truth. | 2 


Ind now the method in which, thro' 
ine aſſiſtance, I would purſue the ſub- 
is this, 7 : 
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12 Of Predeſt inat ion 

I. I would repreſent and ſtate the truth, 
to ſhew you what we intend by the doctrine 7 
of Election, or Predeſtination unto life, 


II. Iwill endeayour to prove it, and 
ſhew that the doctrine ſo repreſented and 
ſtared, is really the doctrine of the goſpel. 


III. I ſhall attempt to anſwer the ob. 4 
jections commonly bro't againſt it, and to 
clear the dectrine of ſome d ficultici 


wherewith its enemies have loaded it. 


IV. I ſhall expoſe a few of the abſu: | | 
dities which follow upon the denial of th 
doctrine, and mention ſome difficulties 
which the contrary ſcheme labours, an 
with which they are embarraſs'd who al 9 
on the ae — of the e ion. 3 


doctrine, and ſhew of what conſequen 
ic is in the chriſtian ſcheme: 1 
—_ 

| Laſtly, I ſhall endeavour to improve . 
to the 3 ends of ſerious religion, 2" 
Practical godlineſs. 4 5 
L Iamin the firſt place, to repre 
and fate the truth, and ſhew what we 
tend by the doctrine of Election, or 
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geſtination unto life. And I chuſe to deſ- 
Tribe it to you in the terms of the 17th 
among the famous articles of the church of 
England, which are ſubſcribd by all the 
nd allowed clergy of the nation. Predeſti- 
nd nation unto life, ſays that article, is the. 
1. everlaſting purpoſe of God, whereby before 
theè foundation of the world was laid, he 
db. bath conſtantly decreed by his counſel, 
to ſecret to us, to deliver from curſe and con- 
tie demnation, thoſe whom he hath choſen in 
Chriſt Jeſus out of mankind, and to bring 
them by Chriſt unto everlaſting ſalvation, 
ſu; es veilels made to honour. ” With this 
thi article agree the confeſſion of faith ſet 
s forth by the aflembly of Divines at Weſt- 
an - #in/ter, and alſo their Catechiſms, both the 
) at larger, and the ſhorter which we receive 
and teach This truth fo aſlerted in our 
—publick ſtandards, I ſhall explain in ſeveral 


( 


Niſtinct propoſitions. 


1. Predeſtination unto life reſpe&s only 
ſene of mankind It can't reſpect all, in- 
much as all the children of men will not 
x tally ſav'd. As there are evidently 
„ torts of perſons in the world now, 
od and bad, fo we are ſure from the 
Word of God there will be found two very 
ifferent ſorts of perſons at the great day, 
o will be dealt with after a very differ- 
=_ ' - | ent 
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ent manner; the righteous and the wicked. 
Theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſhment, 
but the righteous into life eternal. And if all 
mankind are not finally ſav d, to be ſure 
they were not originally predeſtinated un- 
to life; for the decree of God can't be 
fruſtrated, He hath ſaid, My counſel ſhall 
ſtand, and I will do all my pleaſure. || There 
is a remnant, ſays the apoſtle, according to 
the elect ion of grace, Rom. 11. F. and a rem- 
nant can't be all. So in the 1ithv. The 
election bath obtain d it, and the reſt were 
blinded, The common diſtinction there- 
fore of the ele&, and non- elect, is juſt and 
neceſlary. When ſome are choſen out of 
many, the re{t mult of conſequence be left, 
or the very notion of election is deſtroy d. 


2. Theſe were perſonally choſen and 
pitch'd upon in the purpoſe and decree of 
God concerning them. Some will have the A 
election the ſeripture ſpeaks of, to be only 
of qualifications, and not of perſons; but 
this is meer evaſion and trifling. The ſcrip- 
ture plainly ſpeaks of an election of per- 
ſons. Whom he did fore-know, ſays the 
F text, them he did predeſtinate. Theſe our Wl 
| faviourſtiles F the men that the father had 


— A 


Mat. 25. 45. || If. 46. 10. 1 Joh, 17. 6. 
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given him out of the world, and their 
names are ſaid to be written in the book 
of life from the foundation of the world. 


3. Thoſe who are predeſtinated unto 
life and happineſs as the end, are alſo pre- 
Jieſtinated unto faith and holineſs as the 
pay. When God chuſes perſons to an end, 
I be alſo determines the means to that end. 
The ſame decree that predeftinates any 
perſons co ſalvation, aſcertains the means 
Of aitaining that ſalvation. Theſe, accerd- 
- Ins to the conſtitution of the goſpel, are 
1 mich and holineſs; and ſo they come under 
"the ſame decree by which any are predeſti- 
, i -maced unto glory. The ele are not pre- 
 Weſttnared unto life, provided they perform 
"the conditions of ſalvation, do believe in 
Lord eſusChriſt, and are holy, in which 
ey are left entirely to their own will 
choice. No; the predeſtination we 
ly | ut ſpeaking of, is no ſuch conditional un- 
ut be ſtain thing as this makes it co be. The 
as ot it are by one determinate decree 
r- 1. pointed to a certain ſalvation, which 
all obtain thro' faith and ſanctifica - 
ur po , which are given them in conſequence 
hed 8 Pe decree, So che Apoſtle tells the 
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believing and ſanctified Theſſalonians, 2 ep. 
2. Ch. 13. v. God hath from the beginning cho- 
ſen jou to ſalvation, through ſan&ification of the 
ſpirit, and belief of the truth ; whereunto he 
called you by our goſpel, to the obtaining of the 
glory of our Lord Feſus Cbriſt. And our 
text tells us, whomGod fore-knew, he pre- 
deſtinated to be eonform'd to the image of his 
ſon ; 1n which 1s included the whole of that 
work of ſanctification by which they are 
made meet for the inheritance of the ſaints in 


light. Col. 1. 12. 
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4. Predeſtination unto life is from ever- 
of it, are ſaid to be choſen before the founda- 
tion of the world, Eph. 1. 4. before the 
very firſt dawn of time, i. e. from all eter- 
nity. Tho' there is no inward nor viſible 
difference between the elect and others, 
till the grace of God in their effeftual i 
Calling in time makes it, yer the purpoſe 
of mercy concerning them was before tb 

mountains were ſettled, or the hills bro't forth 
while God had not yet made the earth, nor the 
fields, nor the higheſt part of the duſt of 111 
world. God's purpoſes are, like himſeif, W< 
eternal; for, ſuch is his perfection that Wl 
he comprehends all things referring to his 
creatures, together and at once, and no 
new thoughts or deſigns ever come _ 
Ki | 15 


- 


| ” Life. 17 
77 


2 


his mind, but what were there from eter- 


nity, in which there is no ſucceſſion. And, 
O the pleaſure! for any to follow God's 
=: thoughts concerning them ſo far back, as 
= to apprehend him ſaying unto them, as to 
his church of old, Ive loved thee with an 
= everlaſting love, therefore with loving-kindneſ\ 
2 have I drawn thee. T 


F. If is a perfectly free and ſovereign act 
of God. His diſtribution of rewards and 
> puniſhments at the laſt day will be founded 
in juſtice, but his chuſing ſome to make 
them the objects of his love, and paſling 
by others, is founded in his ſovereignty 


9 


and ſupremacy, whereby he is Lord of all, 
e and accountable to none. This is what 
proud mortals are loth to ſtoop to, and apt 
co riſe up againſt; but let us be ſtruck into 
an awful adoring ſilence, by what the apoſtle 
ſays of this matter, in Rom. 9 ch. from the 
W 14th v. where the divine ſovereignty is 
both aflerted and pleaded for. har ſhall we 
{ay then ? Is there unrighteouſneſs with God? 
EGod forbid. For he ſaith to Moſes, I will have 
mercy on whom I will have mercy,and Iwill have 
if, compaſſion on whom I will have compaſſion. So 
ar hen, it is not of him that willeth, nor of bim 
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that runneth, but of God that ſheweth mercy.--« 
Thou wilt ſay then unto me, Why doth he yet 
find fault? For who hath reſiſted bis will? Nay, i 
but O man, who art thou that replieſt againſt 1 
God? Shall the thing formed ſay to bim that 9 
formed it, why haſt thou made me thus? Hatb 
not the potter power over the clay, of the ſume 
lump to make one veſſel unto honour, and another = 
unto diſhonour? The great God was under 
no orga et ao any of us unto eter- 
nal life. He would have been perfealy 7 
bleſled himſelf, it our whole race had 
periſh'd for ever. That he has choſen any 
is owing entirely to the good pleaſure of 
his will. If he waspleas'd to make choice 
of any, he was under no neceſſity to pitch 
upon ſuch and ſuch. All the reaſon to be 
given is that, f Even ſo father, for ſo it ſeem- 
eth good in thy ſigbt: There was nothing in 
the choſen remnant to move God to place 
his regards upon them before others. The 
fore-ſight of their faith and obedience was 
not the cauſe ; for, as we have had occaſion Wh 
to hint already, they were choſen ro faith 
and obedience, and ſo it could not be for 
them; they are the effects of our election, 
and therefore cannot be the cauſes of it. 
God's fore: ſight of their faith and holineſs, 


3 


* 


+ Matt, 11, 26. 1 
| | - preſuppoſes 
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> preſuppoſes his purpoſe to beſtow faith and 


3 EN 


= holineſs on them; and this very purpoſe 
is a part of their election it ſelf. The 
apoſtle therefore tells us, Rom. 9. 11. That 
the purpoſe of God according to election, 
is not of works, but of him that calleth. 


= 6. It is certain, infallible, and irrevocable, 

So are all the decrees of God, and therefore 
this of Predeſtination unto life. And if it 
were not ſo, the people of God could not 
take much comfort from it. God will 
never go back from his purpoſe to ſave his 


Ro! 


people; for, * He is of one mind, and who 


Es 


©." TE 


tan turn him? What can induce him to 


n Fan never be ſurpris d by any ſudden new 
Event, that may cauſe a change in his mind 
nd will. He fore-ſaw all the fins of his 
people, their undutiful and ungrateful car- 
\n lage cowards him thro' the whole courſe 
f their lives. Now, if the foreſight of them 
Did not hinder his electing love in its riſe, 
an they fruſtrate its end, the bringing of 
it. Dem to glory? — And whatever they 
weed to have wrought in them, or done 

dr them, is comprehended in one and the 
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that the elect are choſen for the ſake o 


of their election. No; for tho' he n 


ſider'd as elected when they were given tq; 
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ſame decree concerning them, and ſo ſhall | 5 
be accompliſh'd by the power of God. f 
The enemies that would hinder them, are 
indeed numerous and powerful ; but the 
Father that gave them to Chriſt is greater than | 
all, and none ſhall pluck them out of his © 
band. Every thing will conſpire, that ;be 


| Purpoſe of God according to election may Pan, | 


Rom 9. 11. The apoſtle ſpeaks perempr-B * 
orily, 2 Tim. 2. 9. The feundation of Goa | 
ſtandeth ſure, having this ſeal, The Lord know. A 
eth them that are his. 2 
7. It is in Feſus chi that any are pre. 3 
qdeſtinated unto lile. This is expreſly ſaid, 


Eph. 1. 4. He, i. e. the Father, bats choſen F 


1 in him, i. e. Chriſt, before rhe foundation] 
of the world. Not that we are to ſuppoſe 


Chriſt, or that he is the meritorious cauſe 


merited their ſalvation, purchas d for then 
pardon, grace, and glory, he did not puri 
chaſe their election, but they were con N 


Chriſt to redeem, and ſo election is not ta 
e look'd upon as a purchaſed ne 
Bur they are ſaid to be choſen in him, bei 
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> cauſe it is by virtue of that union with bim, 
=> which is made in their effectual calling, 
that they come to be made partakers of 
e > thoſe benefits ro which they are cholen. 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt was in God's eter- 
is nal purpoſe conſider'd as the great Media- 
be tor by whom the ſalvation of his choſen 
people was to be brot' about ; and thoſe 


28 


2 


ordain d to ſalvation were given to Him, 
9 that he might rightfully entitle them to 


* 


1 4 
©. 
KLE 
* 
33 
] - $Y 
wo 
9% 
* 
5 
88 
L's 
L 


0d 


that ſalvation, and ſucceſsfully bring them 
to it. Thus he ſtands as the head of the 
elect, and they are ſaid to be choſen in 
him; and he is ſpoken of as ſer up frem ever- 
= ating, Pro. 8. 23. and is himſelf called 
= God's ele&, Iſai. 42. 1. being himſelf cho- 
len to be the mediator and redecmer by 
the ſame decree in which the elect among 
the children of men were choſen to ſalva- 
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1 Doctor Goodwin obſerves, from Zancly, 
There is a great deal of difference between 
God's doing a thing in Cbriſt and through 
Chrif, t Xero and die ro Xdigovo When 

Jad is aid to do a thing in Chriſt, it ufually 

notes out ſome one of thoſe immanent acts of 
God towards us, that paſt between him and 
Chriſt for us, when they were alone, before 
we exiſted, and Chriſt was a common, perſon 
repreſenting us all, and God gave all 3 
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Once more, i 
8thly, The laſt and higheſt end of this 
is the manifeſtation of the di vine glory, in the 
ſalvation of ſome of the fallen human race. 
The divine glory is the moſt excellent end 
that can poſſibly be aim'd at, and therefore 
an infinitely wiſe God cannot deſign any 


thing ſhort of it, as the great motive or in- Þ 
ducement for him to act; and ſo whatever 
lower ends are defign'd by him, they muſt 7 


all be refolv'd into this as the principal: 


For, of him, and thro' him, and to him are all 
things f. The two attributes which God 
hath a peculiar deſign at the diſplay and 
advancement of, in and by his reaſonable 


for us. So we read of the grace that was 
gives us in Chrift Feſus before the world b.. 
2 Tim. I. 9. But things that God doth i 
through Chriſt, are uſually ſome tranſient acts 

of God towards us, or thoſe things which 
be actually performeth and applieth to us 


thro' Chriſt. So that tho' God redeemeth thro 


Chriſt, juſtiſeth thro” Chriſt, and ſaveth thro | 


Chriſt, yet he choo/eth in Chriſt ; fo that to 
cbuſe in bim is not all one with what the 
apoſtle faith, He hath ordained us to obtain 
ſalvation thro' Feſus Cbriſ our Lord, 1 
12 5- 9. ,Goodwins Works, Vol. I, 
"21+ AR 4 
T Rom. 11. 36. 
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Creatures, are his grace and his juſtice ; the 
former in them that are ſav'd, and the lat- 
== cer in them that periſh. This 1s plainly to 
be gather'd from thoſe words of the apoſtle, 
Rom. 9. 22, 23. What if God, willing to 
öͤew his wrath, and to make his power known, 


4 endured with much long ſuffering the velſels of 


== wrath fitted to deſtruction: And that he might 
male known the riches of bis glory on the veſſels 
of mercy,which he had afere prepared unto glory? 
t The deſign then which lay at the bottom 
of God's decree of election, is the everlaſt- 
ing diſplay of his ſovereign and glorious 
da grace to the worlds of intellectual creatures 
d Krhich he has made. To this the ſcriptures 
e refer it, and in this they ultimately reſolve 
it. Eph. r. 5, 6, Having predeſtinated us to 
be adeption of children by Jeſus Chriſt, to 
Pim ſelf, according to the good pleaſure of hiswill. 
o THE PRAISE OF THE GLORY OF HIS GRACE. 
nd the ſame reaſon is given over again, in 
ts Whe 2 ch. 7 v. That be might ſhew the exceed- 
ch g riches of his grace, in bis kindneſs towards 
way „, thro Feſus Chriſt. ak; DE”. 
„e' Thus I have, in ſeveral diſtinct propo- 
to i ons, explain'd and ſtated the truth be- 
the re ne. The time will not allow me to 
ain ter upon the ſecond thing propos'd, the 
, I {Woot of the point, or to ſhew that this 
. |, Petrine, as we have now repreſented it, 
really the doctrine of the goſpel. I ſhall 
55 e fkttzhereſore 
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| great multitude which no man can number. 
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therefore conclude the preſent diſcourſe by 
adding a few words that have a tendency © 
to give what has been already ſaid, an en- 
livening and quickning efficacy upon our 


I. Predeſtination unto life is a thing 
10 ſecret to us. Who the perſons are that are 
1 the objects of it, God has not reveal d 

This is at preſent lock'd up within the di- 


12588: | 
ll i . if comprehends 4 very great & glori- 4 
bull ous number. Some have thought the elect 
10 among mankind, were to make up the 
number, and ſupply the room of the fallen 
WAR angels. But this is an extra- ſcriptural con- 
[| jecture; and for ought we know they may 
| be many more. To be ſure they are a 
| number ſufficient to give the brighteſt diſ- 
play of the riches of free grace in; and a 
number worthy of that infinite price, the 
blood of the ſon of God, which was laid 
down to redeem them. They are ſaid to 
be many in our text. Thom he did predeſtina!'y 
to be conformed to the image of bis ſon, that 
might be the firſt born among many brethren 
And they are ſaid, in Rev. 7. . to be 
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3. Some of all ſorts, conditions, and cha- 

paFers, are of this number They are ta- 
4 en out of all nations, and kindreds, and people, 
end tongues ; and in the day when they 
mall be made up, ſhall be ſeen to come 
from the eaſt and from the weſt, and from the 
+ north and from the ſouth. T It not muny wile 

Men after the fleſh, not many mighty, not 


IF 
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any noble, are choſen and called, yet ſome 


— 


1 are *. And, bearłen my beloved bretbren, 
Nys the apoſtle, Hath not God choſen out of 


e poor of this world, ſome to make them 
ch in faith, and heirs of the kingdom, || Yea, 
ct me who have been the greateſt ſinners, 
he While in their unregenerate ſtate, are of 
en is number. The apoſtle tells the Corin- 
N- ans, ſome of you were fornicators, idolators, 
12) ulterers, abuſers of your ee with man kind; 
e ves, covetous, drunkards, extortioners, &Ce 
pe are waſhed, but ye are ſanflified, but ye 
10 a juſtified, in the name of the Lord Feſus, and 

Wy: bc Spirit of our God, | 


* 


Some of them are bro't forth in every 
of the world; that ſo Chriſt may have 
Need to ſerve him in every generation to 


end of cime, and there may be ſome to 
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& Rev. 7. 9. Luke 13. 29. * x Cor. 1. 26. 
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ballance the world, even & bleſſing in it, * for 
whoſe ſake it ſhould not be deſtroyed. P 


Wherever the goſpel is preach'a| 4 
there areſome of theſe to be gather d in by it. 
It is more than probable that where G0 
ſends a faithful mmiſtry, and the goſpel is 
preach'd in the purity of it, He has 2 
defign to extend his ſaving grace to ſome” 
among that . whom he will by ſuch” 
a miniſt:y effectually call, and bring home 
to himſelf. So the apoſtle Paul was ſent to 
preach the goſpel in Corinth, becauſe God 
had much people in that city, Acts 18. 10. 3 

It follows then, that this is no ſuch 
diſcouraging dogrine as ſome would repre 
ſent it. Since 'tis a ſecret with God who 
we predeſtinated unto life, and who are 

; fince the number of the ele is fa 
8 . number, an innumerable multitudeſ 
fince a part of them are bro't forth in eren i 
age; fince the greateſt ſinners may be off 
chis number, and none are excluded o 
account of any outward Circaofances BY 
ſince the preaching of the goſpel is "Y Y 
appointed means ot gathering them in, aud 
wherever the goſpel is preach'd, we mai 
luppoſe there are a number to be der oi 
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tit to that faith and holineſs, which is the 
predeſtinated way to eternal life; ſince, I 
lay, theſe things are ſo, there is enough to 
a prevent diſcouragement, to raiſe our hope 

of, and quicken our endeayours after ſal- 


Tbriſt. Inſtead then of riſing up againſt, 
und quarrelling with what we have now 
heard, let us turn it into a prayer; and 
here cant be a better prayer after this 
ermon, than that which the Holy Ghoſt 


Pas put into our mouths, Pſal. 106. 4, F- 


oſen that I may rejoice with the gladneſt of 
=) nation ; that I may glory with thine inbe- 
ance ! | 
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ROMANS, VII. 2, 30. 
Fer 255 he did fore-know, be alſo did pre- 


deſſ inat e to be conformed to the image f 

his ſon,that he might be the firſt-born among 
many brethren. hy 

Moreover, whom he did predeſtinate, them be 

allo called ; 3 and whom he called, them 1 

4. ſo juſtified ; and whom he juſtified, tben 


po 


be alſo glorified, 0 
i E RE is an excellent a0 
io molt wiſe order and con- 
A nection in all that God 
brings to paſs; and chi 
older lo ſettled and join 

— SY together, that it can neva 
5 | be broken. The ſalvation 
of any 91 the children of fallen Adan, : 
takes its riſe in the eternal counſel, free 
epos and electing love of God. Whon 
le 
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pe did fore-know, and perſonally chuſe 
do falvation, them he did predeſtinate to 
ll the means which lead to that falva- 
tion That which firſt follows predeſti- 
; pation is «ffetiual calling: Whom he did 
predeſtinate, ſays the text, them be alſo 
called. In his appointed time, by his word 
and ſpirir, he powerfully draws theſe to.a 
*Fhankiu! acceptance of, and firm reliance 
on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt as their ſaviour, 
and an obedient alkirg in bim as the way 
Jo eternal life. Upon this enſues their 
re- ſuſtiſication: Whom he called, them he alſo 
fed. Being united to Chriſt in their 
Z&fccual calling, they are thro' him abſolv'd 
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convinc'd of the truth of it, upon What A 
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ſee it to agree with the holy ſcriptures, and 3 
the divine perfections. b, 


point then to be now eſtabliſh'd is this 
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the text prefente them; but only of that | 
which is the ground of them all, and fre 

which the reſt reſult, namely, Election, or | 
Predeſtinat ion unto life; a plain and precious fl 
but diſreliſh'd and oppos'd truth of the ous, 1 
pel. Thar I have taken this in hand, Tm 2 
ſure is not from a love to controverſy, or 
fondneſs to oppole the ſchemes of others, 
but, I hope, from a ſincere deſire to fulfill 3 


receiv'd among you, by teſtifying the | 3 
goſpel of the grace of God in all the parts of 
it. We cruit, my Brethren, that we aim to q 
ſpeak, not as pleaſing men, but od ; and there. Th 
fore we dare not baulk any truth, in its 
proper place and ſeaſon, becauſe tis un- 
taſhionable, oppos'd by the wi 2 of WW 
world, or run down by popula outcry. 
Nor am I determin'd to this opinion by 
the prejudice of education, but becauſl 1 
after careful ſearches and reſearches, I am 


appears to me to be the ſtrongeſt evidence; 
and the more I enquire into it, the mare " 


It was the buſineſs of the former diſcourtl 3 
to explain and ſtate the truth under con 
ſideration. That which we are next te 5 
proceed to 1s to prove and confirm: it. 6 Th! 
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ee. That 2 certain, great and glorious num- 
be were elected by God, in his eternal 
== counſel and purpoſe, from the reſt of fallen 
mankind, to be in time effectually called 
and juſtified, in order to their being finally 
bro't to eternal life and glory; and this, 
out of his meer good pleaſure, and for the 
praiſe of his glorious grace. And if the 
truth of this is once evinced to the con- 
Fviction of a ſober, honeſt, and ſerious mind, 
it may be hopd all diſguſt at it will ceaſe, 
and every thought that exalts it [elf againſt 
to zit will be ſuppreſſed. 1 


its I. In the firſt place, this truth muſt be 
eſtabliſn'd by the authority of the ſacred 
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Lriptures. Hither we muſt refer the deci- 
hon of all points in religion. Here we 
huſt repair to know of every doctrine 
aule hether it be of God. Now, What ſaith the 
am Pripture concerning this doQrine? And 
at rely he that runs may read this truth 
Ihroughout the ſacred pages. LG 
re Let me prepare the way to the more direct 
uh 27 7 proof I ſhall fetch from the 
le, by firſt of all preſenting you with ſome 
pure inſtances of a lower election, of 
con! d's chuſing and predeſtinating certain 
Wrions by name, and ſome of them long 
Tore they were born, to ſome ſpeci 
chi ivileges, high honours, and ſignal ſervi- 
| ; » ces 
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ces in the world. 


does act with reſpe& to the children of be 
men, with a ſovereign liberty, and in a way 


by 
are now to exhibit the proof of, inaſmuch} 


the root and father of God's peculiar peo - 


above all the nations of the world 


+ Now the Lord bad ſaid unto Abraham, G4 


. name 3 : and thou aal be 4 1400 


2 Of Predeſtination a 
And if theſe may'nt be 

taken for poſitive proot of that election ; 
we ate treating of, yet they will ſerve | 

greatly to illuftrace it, and they are by | 1 
very judicious Divines look d upon as ex- 
amples and patterns of it, inaſmuch as 
they plainly ſhew that the glorious God | 


of diſcriminating tavour ; yea, many of 
them were inſtances of the ver) election we 


as it plainly appears by the account the} 
ſcripture gives of them, that at the ſame 
time they were called to thoſe external 
privileges and temporal honours to which 
they were choſen they were alſo called 7 
to the ſpiritual and iaving bleflings of che 
covenant of grace. L 
Thus Abrabam was pitch d upon to bel a 


ple, whom he would own and a 
alſo to be one from whoſe loins the Meſſialſſ 
himſelf ſhould deſcend. Gen 12. beg ni 


thee ont of thy country, and from thy kindrc«M 
and from thy fathers houſe, unto a land that | 

will ſhew thee. And Iwill make of tb 
great nation and I will bleſs thee, and mal 


unto Life. 23 
1 ! 
And I will bleſs them that bleſs thee, and curſe 


hem that curſe thee : and in thee ſhall all families 
>f the earth be bleſſed A high honour and, 
. advancement indeed! Yet he was more 
*ZÞleſled in thoſe ſpiritual bleſſipgs which 
accompanied it. For he was at the ſame 
ime made a juſtified believer ; as we read, 
Hbrabam believed God, and it was accounted 
i bim for righteouſneſs. F He had a cove- 
ant intereſt in and relation to God, and 
*Wch acceptance with the Almighty, as to 
e lpoken of in this ſtile, Te friend of God. 
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Ind was there any thing in Abraham, to 


ND 
en 

N 

3 


ove God thus to prefer him above the 
ſt of his kindred ? No, in no wiſe, It 
* as all ſpecial grace and favour. » Por he 
as a ſtupid idolater as well as the reſt of 
Js family, and had ſerv'd God no better 
an they The ſcripture repreſents God 
pe! acting herein with a ſovereign liberty, 

d by a free hand of mercy ſnatching him 
a brand our of the burning. Foſhua, in 
ads name, declares this to the tribes of 
"1 1 ae l when they were aſlembled at Shechem, 
Wn. 24 2, 3. Thus ſaith the Lord God of 
* Fur fathers dwelt on the other ſide of 
tend in vd time, even Terah the father of 
waham, and the father of Nachor ; and 
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Rom, 4 3+ * James 2, 23. 1 | 
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food, Cc. For this God is ador d long 
of Iſrael, Neh 9 7, 8. Thu art the Lord the © 
fer b out of Ur. of the Chaldees, and gaveſt 


are hewn, an 


prayer for 1ſhmael,-Geammon. bleflings ar 
reſetu'd for 1/a«c, and appropriated to hin 


. 1 ha livs. bef a et hee 4. And God ſaid, Sara 
thy, wife ſhall bear thee a ſen indeed; and ting 


34 Of Tredeſtinat ion | 
father Abcaham from the ot her | de 0 f , he P 


after in a ſolemn aſlembly of the children 
God,who diaſt chuſe Abram, and broug bteſt him 


bim the name of Abraham, and madeſt a. co- 

venant with bim. And when the prophet 

had occaſion to put that people in mind 

of their original, he does it in theſe terms, 

Hai. Fr. 2, 3 Look unto the rock whence yt 
to 


the hole of the pit whence 3. 


are digged. Look unto Abraham your fat ber, 
and unto Sa ah that bear you ; for I called hin 


ol 


alone, and bleſſed bim. [ 
With the like ſovereign liberty he acted 


” 


wich reſpect to Abrabam's ſeed. He take * 


not all of them; hut is Iſaac ſhall thy ſeed bel 
called f. Thus Iſaac was taken, and not 
Iſbmael. And tho in anſwer to Abrabam | 
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ſecur'd to him, yet corenagc bleſſings a 


who was not yet born. Gen. 17, 18, 19, 20 
And Abraham ſaid; unto. God, O that Wha 
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44 ſhalt call bis name Iſaac : And I will eftabliſh 


; my covenant with bim for an everlaſting cove- 
= nant, and with bis ſeed after him And as for 
Iſhmael, I bave beard thee : Behold I have 
=lejed him, and will make him fruitful, and 
m will multiply bim exceedingly : twelve princes 
eſt ball he beget, and I will make him a great na- 
+ ion. But my covenant will I eftabliſh with 
Ilaac, whom Sarah ſhall bear unto thee at this 
Ber time in the next year, 


n 


recited and referr'd to by the apoſtle in the 
"ch ch. to the Romans, to illuſtrate and con- 

irm the truth we are eſtabliſhing. They 
edivere both the ſons of Iſaac by one mother, 


< 


akeWand were twin-brethren. But there was a 
ed 1 K ifference made between them by the di- 
noi ine counſel, beiore they were born, Beth 
am ay ſtrugling alike in their mothers womb, 
atehvhen it was ſaid, * The y.unger ſhall ſerve 
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Gen. 26, 22, 23. 
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whioſe head it was to reſt by the divine 
determination, he acquies'd in the will of 
God, tho' it contradicted his own appre- 
henſion and affection; and was ſo far from 5 8 
reverſing what he had done that he repeats 
it and paſſi onately affirms it, I have bleſ- 4 
{ed bim, yea, and he ſhall be bleſſe d. And tho 
rp ated a diſhoneſt and ſinful part, 
of which he was afterwards no doubt 
made ſenſible, and bro t to repentance for 
it, and ſo mercifully pardon d ot the free 
grace of God thro the promiſed Meſiab) 
yet Iſaac in his bleſſing him, and not re- 
verſing it, was under the conduct and in- 
flucnce of the divine Spirit; for we. are 
told, Heb. 11. 20. | faith Iſaac veſſel 4 
Jacob, and Elau, concerning things to come. 
Here Jacob is put firſt by the apoſtle, tho 
the younger, as having tbe * 
and a better bleſſing. It is indeed a ſtrangely 
ſtory! And it the defign and meaning of ul 
be enquir'd after, the apoſtle explains it 
thus, in Romans the gih-.ch. 11 v. That * 
purpoſe of God according to elect ion might 22 1 
not of works, but of bim that callet hl. I. e. (ay 
Mr. Henry on the place; © Thar this grea' 
truth may be eſtabliſh'd, chat God chuſechiſ 
ſome, and refuſeth 8 a free agent 
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4 by his own abſolute and folareigh will, 
i £ Diſpenſing his favours, or withholding 
hem, as he pleaſeth. it. 
And if we look to the poſterity of Jacob, 
he. Iſraelites, this people the Lord choſe in 
aan, four hundred years before he 
| publickly own'd them. They are expreſly 
ferm d an ele& nation, as being diſtinguiſh'd 
2 the reſt of the world; an holy, 4pecial; 
d peculiar people unto God. When he 
vided to the nations their inheritance, and ſe- 


99 rated the ſons of Adam, He took theſe 


re · r his own portion, the lot of bis inheritance; | 
in- o the earth was his to chuſe a people out 
arc to his name. And their bitter from 
U e time of their being firſt form d into a 
me. Pople, abundantly ſhews the ſpecial and 


ho peculiar love of God to them, above all 
cy cc people in the world. Becauſe rhey 


1 Ere precious in his fig ht,and bonourable, there- 
of i tc he gave men for them, and people for their 
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„When their preſervation and-intereſts 
| ld for it; yea, he gave Egypt for their 
1 om, Ethiopia and Seba for tbem And 
did the Lord take theſe ? What was 
1 e to intitle them to this diſtinguiſhing 
un? Did he chuſe them becauſe they 
e a a better PCOPE, « or a enn nation ? 
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38 Of Predeſtination 
No ſuch matter. Moſes tells them, Deut 
7. 7, 8. The Lord did not ſt bis love upon 
Jou, nor chuſe you, becauſe Je were more in num- 5 g 
ber than any people, for ye were the feweſt of all 
ple. And as their number was imall, ſo 7 
their diſpoſition was bad and their man. 
ners ill. They were a peeviſh and 
humourſome people, froward and perverſe, 
obſtinate and incorrigible ; ſtrangely ad- 
diced to the idolatries of Egypt, and other 
nations The Lord fore-law this before 
he choſe them; for he tells them by the? 
prophet, Iſai. 48. 4. 8 1 knew that thu 
wouldeft deal treacheroufly, and waſt called a 
tranſgreſſor from the womb, I knew that thu 
waſt objtinate, thy neck an iron ſinew, and th 
brow braſs, I have even from the beginning 
declared it unto thee ; before it came to paſs I 
ſbewed it thee. Therefore the only reaſon 
aflign'd why God ſet his love upon them 
as he did, is this, becauſe be loved chem, All 
was from free tavour, to manifeſt his ſove- 
reignty, and becauſe he had his elect a- 
mong, them, in a ſtill higher and more ap- 
propriate ſenſe. So God ſaid to Moſes, i 
Exod. 33. 19. I will be gracious to whbow I 
will be gracions, and will ſhew mercy to whon 
T1 will ſhew mercy. 3 
lf we go on to name David, He, the moſt 
unlikely among the ſons of Feſſe, was cho- 
ſen to be the king of 1/rael. He was the 
ON = youngeſt 
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= youngeſt of the family, employ'd in the 
meeaneſt ſervice, to keep the ſheep, ; ſcarce 
reckon d as one of the family, for he was 
not bro't in amongſt the reſt, when Samuel 
vas ſent to anoint bim whom the Lord had 
cboſen. But when all the other had been 
refus'd as they paſs d before Samuel, tho 
ſeveral of them ſtood fair in the eye of 
the prophet, and David was at laſt fetch'd; 
as ſoon as he appear'd the Lord ſaid, Ariſe, 
= anoint him, for this is he. T The peculiarity 
ot the divine choice appearing in this 
= inſtance, the pſalmiſt ſings of, Pla. 78. 70, 
71. He choſe David alſd his ſervant, and took 
bim from among the ſheep-folds ; from following 
= the ewes great with young, he bro's him to feed 
Jacob his people, and Iſrael his inheritance. 
Another remarkable inſtance was Cyrus: 
This man was deſign'd in the purpoſe of 
God for great and noble work; to deſtroy 
a mighty monarchy, releaſe God's people 
out of captivity, and rebuild his temple. 
It was foretold what great things ſhould be 
done by him, more than an hundred years 
before he was born; and he was called by 
bis name too: And this not from any wor- 
thyneſs in himſelf, for 'tis ſaid: he did not 
ſo much as know the Lord. This famous 
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lem thou ſhalt be inhabited, and to the cities of 


_ the decayed places thereof: That ſaith of Cyrus, 


be built, and to the temple, thy foundation ſhall 
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man and his wondrous actions, were pro- 
pheſied of ſo long before hand, by the pro- 
phet Iſaiab, in the latter part of the 44th, 
and the beginning of the 45th chapters of 
- his book. Thus ſaith the Lord, that confirmet 
the word of bis ſervant, and performeth the 
counſel of his meſſengers ; that ſaita to Jeruſa- 1 


Judah, ye ſhall be built, and 1 will raiſe u) A 


He is my ſhepherd, and ſhall perform all my 
pleaſure ; even ſaying to Jeruſalem, thou ſpal: 


be laid. Thus ſaith the Lord to his anointed, o 
Cyrus, 240/e right hand I bave holden, to ſub: 1 
due nations before him: and I will looſe thei 
loins of kings to open before bim the two-leav lf 
gates, and the gates ſhall not be ſhut. I will g 
before thee, and make the crooked places ſtraight 
1 will brake in pieces the gates of braſs, and cu 
in ſunder the bars of iron: And I will giv 
thee the treaſures of darkneſs, and hidden riche 
of ſecret places; that thou mayſt know, that || 
the Lord, which call thee by thy name, am 1 
God of I{rael. - For Jacob my ſervants {ak 
and Iſrael mine let}, I have even called thilf 
by thy name; I have even fr named tes 
though thou haſt not known me. 
The prophet Jeremy was üer 0 
dain'd to great things before he was born 
To him God ſaid, Jer. 1. 5. Vefore I form ! 
„ tb. 
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tee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou 
cameſt forth out of the womb I ſancti fed thee, 
and | ordained thee a prophet unto the nations. 

= And of the apoſtle Paul! the Lord ſaid, 
= He is a choſen veſſel unto me, to bear my name 
Vefore the Gentiles, and to ſuffer great things for 
y names ſake, Acts 9. 15. He, afterwards 
Wipeaking of his converſion, and call to the 
Wapoltleſhip, aſcribes them to the powerful 
race olGod, in conſequence of his previous 
Wpurpoſe and fore-ordination. Gal. 1. 15, 
gi. I: pleaſed God, who ſeparated me from my 
others womb, and called me by his grace, to 


SF eveal his ſon in me, that | might preach him 
- mong the heathen, Now, ſhall we ſay thar 
he heſe, and other ſuch inſtances on ſacred 
/4F&<cord, are to be conſider'd only as hiſtori- 
goal relations? Surely that would be too 
bow and narrow a meaning for them. Ac- 
Wording to the apoſtle's realoning in the 
ch ch. to the Romans, in the caſes of Iſaac 
ebend Iſhmael, Facob and Eſau, it is very plain 
they were intended for the illuſtrating the 


Methods of God's grace towards particular 
Perlons. And, I think, it is juſtly inferr'd 
nd argu'd, © If there be an election per- 
nal unco things of a temporal Concern- 
pent, and chat lo long betore ſome of the 
Erlons were in being, how much more 
to things of a ſpiritual and eternal con- 
”nment ? And it the Lord did not 100k 

Wanne | e 
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out of himſelf for the moving conſiderations 


deſervings of the creature From the leis 
to the greater is a {criptural way of argu- 


and poſitive proof which the bible furniſhei 
bother than a perſonal election unto eternal 
writings of Moſes and the prophets ; as api 


had occaſion already to mention, and fromf 


I ſhall here look only into the new teſtament 
where the myfteries of godlineſs are mor 


er. 58, 20, Mic. J. 18. 


on which he ſelected theſe perſons to their 
jeveral privileges and honours, much leſs 
can election unto life be founded in any 


ing, and in many caſes proves ſtrongly 1 


But I proceed to exhibit that more dire 


us with. There we read abundantly of ani 
election which can be underitood of nol 


life as the end, and unto Chriſt, and faith 
and holineſs as the way. And tho we find 
this doctrine in the old teſtament, in thi 
pears from ſome of the ſcriptures we hay 


others which I might turn you to * ; yall 


Mr. Cole in hisDiſcourſe on the Sovereign 
of GOD. 1 
* 1 Kings rg. 18. compar'd with Rom. 1 
2, 3. 4, 5. Ifai. I. g. compar'd with Ro! 
9. 29. Ifai, 10.21, 22. compar'd with Ro 
9. 27. 29. Jer. 18.6. compar'd with Ro 
9. 20, 21. Pal. 106. 4, f. Iſai. G5. 8, 


manife 


unto Life. 43 
@ manifeſt, and things that have been b 
From ages and generations are dilcover'd. 
I ſhall not diſtribute the ſcriptures I ſhall 
mention into any other order than that 
which the bible preſents them in: And ſo 
we muſt begin with ſome paſſages in the 
Aiſcourſes of our bleſleds AVIOUVURhimſelf, 
y which it will appear that HE taught 
6 his very doctrine ; He, who is the faithful 
nd true witneſs, and well knew what doc- 
Frine was ſafe and profitable to teach, as 
oell as true. I think the firſt paſſage we 
Wacet with co our purpoſe, if we read the 
Wvangeliſts in the order of an harmony, 
in the ſermon which Chriſt preach'd to 
he people at Nazareth, Luke 4. 25, 26,27. 
Wt I tell you of a truth, many widaws were in 
ſrael in the days of Elias, when the heaven 
vas ſhut up three years and ſix months, when 
eat famine was in all the land; but unto none 
them was Elias ſent, ſave unto Sarepta, 4 
1% of Zidon,unto a woman that was a widow. 
Pd many lepers were in Iſrael in the time of 
lileus the prophet, and none of them were 
{ed ſave Naaman the Syrian. The ma- 
felt deſign of our ſaviour in theſe two 
amp.es, is to aflert the ſovereignty of 
dd in the diſpenſations of his favour ; and 
let them know, that as the prophet Elijah 
is ſent to relieve a favourite widow, and 
> prophet Eliſha to heal a diſtinguiſhd 
: G 2 leper, 
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leper, ſo he came with a commiſſion ana 
deſign to fave, not all, but a ſelect number, 
of the Fews and Gentiles, And it ſeems| | 
they could not bear this doctrine even in 7 U 
thoſe days: For it follows, And all they 
in the ſynagogue, when they heard theſe „ 5 | 
were filled with wrath, and roſe up, and tbr 
Dim out of the city, and led bim to the brow of 
a bill, that they might caſt bim down headlong. E 
But this did not cauſe him to ſuppreſs the 4 
truth, or wave it, when he had occaſion to 
[ mention it, whether in his prayers or ſer- 
mons. --- At a time when he had been re. 3 
proving and threatning the places where 2 
he had preach d the goſpel, for their impe-l 
| mitence and unbeliet, he comforts himſelf 9 
i with the thoughts that there was a numben 
I! upon whom the word had come with i 1 
 faving light and power, purſuant to the 
| purpoſe and pleaſure of the father ; whom| 
he adores as the proprietor and arſpoſciif 
_ of all ſpiritual and heavenly bleflings, and 
whoſe free diſpenſation of his favours, I | 
moſt heartily approves of, and acquieſeſ 
in, Mat. II. 25, 26 At that time Teſul 
| anſwered and ſaid, I thank thee, O father, Len 
lll of heaven and earth, becauſe thou haſt hid thi 
| things from the wiſe and prudent, and baſt i 
i. 
| 
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vealed them unto babes. Even ſo, father, fo 
i ſeemeth good i in thy ſizbt | ---- At anothe 
time when his at 1p expreſs'd then 

| fehr 


* 


elves ſomething ſurpriz'd that he taught 
he people in parables, without an expo- 
icion to let them into the meaning of what 


only to their ſmall and ſelect company in 


wmanner as to let them know, that ſpiritual 
Night and knowledge, a ſaving diſcovery of 

WT o{pel truths, were given to ſome, and to 
= hcmſelves in particular, in a way of free 
Wpecial diſtinguiſhing favour ; but withheld 
e. From others according to God's wile holy 


reWnd ſovereign pleaſure : He ſaid unto them, 
Becauſe it is given to you to know the myſteries 


=» the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not 
ven, Mat. 13. 10, 11. — So when, on 
WWnother occaſion, there were ſome who 
Fomplain'd againſt the method he obſerv'd 
Wn the beſtowment of his bounty and 


on right to diſpole of the bleſſings of the 
WE oſpel as he ſaw meet, becauſe he was the 
Would claim what he did not ſee cauſe to 
ive. Mat. 20. 15, 16. Is it not lawful for 
ta do what | will with mine own 2 I. 
ie eye evil, becauſe J am good? So the laſe 
all be: firſt, and the firſt laſt ; for man) be 
alled, but few choſen. And when, q little 
cer this, the mother of Zebedees Fares, 
Wt ” els, 
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e deliver'd to them, explaining things 


ercy, He in reply to them, vindicates his 


overeign proprietor thereof, and none 


1 * 
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who had entertaind the notion of a tem- 
poral kingdom which Chriſt was about to | 
ſet up, came to him with that ambitious | 
requeſt, that her t ſous might be his chick 
favourites and miniſters, might ſer the one on | 
his right hand, the other on his left in his king- 
dom; in his anſwer to her he not only lets 
her know ſhe was miſtaken about the na- 
ture of his kingdom, which was not of this 
world, but that the donatives and honours 
of it, were long ſince ſettled, and were to 
be diſpos d of by him to thoſe perſons for 
whom they were deſign'd in the Father's 
counſel and purpoſe, and to no other. He 
{aid, Jo ſit on my igbt band, and on my left, 
is not mine to give, but to thoſe for whom it is 
prepared of my father. =——— In the 13th ch. 
of Mark,our ſaviour fore-tells the unparalled 
diſtreſs and deiolation which would come 
upon the Fews, when the Roman armies 
| ſhould make a deſcent upon Judea, and in- 
veſt Feruſalem, the holy city; whole power 
and rage would be ſo great as to make even 
a full end of that people, if the merciful 
providence of God did not interpoſe, to 
reſtrain and limit them. Such a remem- 
brance of mercy in the midſt of this judg- 
ment he gives them the promiſe of; but 
withal lets them know this' favour would 
be ſhewn them, for the ſake of a choſen 
number; that ſuch of his elect © as were 
3 - „then 
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then living in their ſins, and thoſe of 
= © them who were to deſcend from the 
( loins of ſome of that age, might be bro't 
do faith and repentance ; and that they 
I © together with the already converted, 
% might be preſerved for the propagation 
ol his kingdom in the world; the 19, and 
| 20th verſes, For in thoſe days ſhall be ajſliction, 
ſuch as was not from the beginning of the crea- 
tion which God created, unto this time. And 
except the Lord bad ſhortned thoſe days, no fleſh 
r ſhould be ſaved ; but for the elects ſake whom 
be bath choſen, he hath ſhortned the days: Our 
e ſaviour goes on in the next verſes, to fore- 
„cell char falſe chri#s, and falſe prophers would 
; {Marie at that time; fo plaulible in their pre- 
j. Wcences,fo artful in their managements, and 
4 ſo induſtrious to ſeduce, that they would 
deceive and draw away the very eledt them- 
ſelves, were not their perſeverance in the 
faith ſecur'd by the purpoſe of God con- 
cerning them, and their ſeduction & over- 
hrow thereby rendred poſſible 


en < 
ul Wan the 6th ch. of Fob, we have our bleſſed 
to Word complaining of the unbelief of the 
n- Henerality of thoſe who had both ſeen his 


iracles and heard his preaching; yet com- 
orting hunſelf, and refreſhing others who 
piſnh'd to ſee his ſaving work go on, with 
he thought, that a gooaly number would 
ter all believe and be ſaved; even as many 
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as the father had given to him for his 


N 

N 4 
> 

* * 
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3 
5 


charge and care. The 36, 37, 38, & 29th, 
verſes; I have ſaid to you, that ye alſo have 


ſeen me, and believe not. All that the father bat 
given me, ſuall come to me: --- for I came down 


from heaven, not to do mine own will, but th 


ill of him that [ent me, And this is the fa. 1 
ther's will which hath ſent me, that of all hi 


be bath given me, 1 ſhould looſe nothing, bu 
ſhould raiſe it up again at the laſt day — 

In the 1oth chap. he ſpeaks of his own 7. 
demption, as being of juſt the ſame extent 


with the Fathers election; repreſents him. 


{elf as under a neceflity ro bring all that 


| belong'd to this election, into his church 


and a participation of the bleſſings of the 
goſpel, by the influences of his ſpirit ac 
company ing his word, becauſe he cou! 
not otherwiſe diicharge his truſt, and ful 
fill the engagements he had enter'd into 


and - ſpeaks of the continued unbelief q 


choſe to whom he preach'd the goſpel, a 


a ſign they were not included in this nunf 


ber. The 15th, 16th, 26th, 27th, 8 28th 


verſes ; VI lay down my life for the ſn 


And other ſheep J have which are not of thi 


fold; them alſo 1 muſt bring, and they ſhall hci 


my voice; and there ſhall be one fold, and «i 
ſhepherd. Ye believe not, hecauſe ye are not 
mz ſheep, as I ſaid unto you My ſheep hear u 
voice, and] know them, and they follow m 

e x 
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and] give unto them eternal life, and they ſhall 
never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out of 

= my hand. My father which gave them me is 
= greater than all, and none is able to pluck them 
out of my fathers hand; whoſe power is alſo 
Jengag'd for their preſervation, and from 
whom I am never ſeparated in council and 
working. It is true, The calling of the 
Gestiles into the church is referrd to in 
what is ſaid in the 16th v; but to reſtrain 
all that our Saviour has here ſaid to the 
Falling of them as a body, appears to be 
very contrary to the run of his diſcourſe, 
wherein by the ſheep which he ſpeaks of 
as belonging to himſelf in the quality of a 
ſhepherd, is evidently meant a ſelect num- 
er out of the Fews and Gentiles both —. 
n the 13th ch. of this ſame goſpel, our 
Saviour giving an intimation to his diſci- 
dles of the damning ſin of Judas juſt before 


e committed it, makes this diſtinction be- 
|, M ween him and the reſt of the apoſtles, I 
um cak not of you all; I know whom I bave cho- 
Sch, v. 13. The choice muſt refer to ſal- 
04 47 fo, and not to the apoſtleſnip, Tor to 
this he was choſen, as much as the other 
| þ.MÞoiti2s ; wherefore he ſays in another 
4 ace, Have not I choſen you twelve, and one 
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of you is a devil? * — Our Saviour, as 
he began, ſo, he end; his miniſtry with this 
doctrine: For his parting prayer with his 
diſciples, juſt before he leſt them and the 
world, is full of it. It is recorded in the 


17th ch. of Fobn's goſpel; and plainly ſhews Ml 
that as in his mediatorial undertaking, he 
was concern'd with a peculiar number 


given him by way of diſtinction out ot 
mankind in general, ſo theſe only were 
intereſted in this interceſſory prayer, as iſ 
thoſe to whom the bleſſings he ack'd for 
and claim'd, did rightfully belong. The 
Words ſpake Feſus, and lift up his eyes to hea- 


ven, and ſaid, Father, the hour is come; glorifie i 


hy ſon, that thy ſon alſo may gloriße thee. AM 
thou baſt given bim power over all fleſh, that 


—— — at ci — ——ů— — 


* Tt is manifeſt to me, that Chriſt here means Þþ 
a more peculiar and beneficial election, than 
to the office of Apoſtles ; for he had choſen 


them all to this. But he here ſpeaks of 1 


diſcriminating choice of ſome of them, which 
did not extend to them all, and particularly 
to Fudas: And te ſhew that his knowing 
whom he had choſen, related not to thei 

temper and diſpoſition, but to the perſonl 
themſelves, he did not ſay, I know, wor 
what their qualities are, but, zs, the perſon 
whom I have choſen. GuyYSE's excelle 

Paraphraſe, in the margin, 

1 


4 
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= he ſhould give eternal life to as many as thou haſt 
= given him, --- I have manifeſted thy name 
= unto the men which thou gaveſt me out of the 
= world ; thine they were, and thou gavcſt them 
= me, and they have kept thy word. 1 have given 
= unto them the words which thou gaveſt me, and 
= they bave received them, and have known ſurely 
that I came out from thee, and they have believed 
= that thou didſt ſend me. I pray for them; 1 
pray not for the world, but for them which thou 
= haſt given me, for they are tbhiue. Keep thro 
= thy own name, thiſe whom thou haſt given me. 
Santtifie them thro thy truth. Let them be one, 
45 thou father art in me, and I in thee. Tather, 
Lill that they alſo whom thou baſt given me, 
be with me, where JI am, that they may behold 
ni glory which thou haſt given me. And that 
none might reſtrain this prayer to the 
apoſtles, our ſaviour ſnews how extenſive 
Wit was in the intention of it; that it inclu- 
ded all that in every age ſhould obtain the 
aith of God's elect. v. 20. Neither pray I for 
beſe alone, but for them alſo which ſhall believe 
ne thro their word. —— Thus far we \ 
ave quoted the words of Chriſt Himſelf, ³⁶ 
he great prophet of the church; who, came 
from the boſom of the father, the ſeat of his 
counſels as well as love, and therefore was | 
ell able to reveal the ſecrets of heaven to 
en upon earth; and as faithful to him that 
pointed him, as alſo Moſes was faithful in all 
is bouſe, H 2 . 


* 


= * — — * Anne 2 8 
7J 6 - x 4 : 
x —_ - - * * r 12 * — — PP 
b , n n - 0 — ** AY 
ä edn tient V en! 2 Yr nn = . — — - — 3 e - Cr + 
6. — : LE os ls, ——_ — We. © me — fp ES * - , 
= gy" ' — „ r 9 | lg N A * — 2 > — is % 7 5 5 
e n — = — . P LO. ES — = * » 


= —_—_— 
: — r mo > 
o . eee 
— - - 0 . 


— — 


F2 Of Predeſtination 


The diſciples whom our Lord ſent forth 
to preach under the ſpecial guidance of his 
ſpiric; and the apoſtles who were train'd up i 
for the work of the miniſtry under the per- 
ſonal inſtructions of their divine maſter, or i 
- were taught the golpel they were to preach 

by immediate revelation from Chriſt him- 
ſelf ; they taught this doctrine after him 
» without the leaſt heſitation, and preach'd i 
5 and wrote in the ſame ſtrain with him. 


The Evangeliſt Luke, (who was very 
bY probably one of the leventy diſciples, and 
| with good reaſon is ſuppos'd to have wrote 
HE the narrative of the Acts of the Apoſtles, as 
i well as the third of the four goſpels which 
bears his name) giving an account of the 
'} ſuccels of the goſpel among the Genriles, 
. upon the TFews refuſal of it, makes the 
| work of ſaving, faith in.thoſe in whom ul 
was wro't, to be the reſult of that act oi 
grace which we call predeſtination. Act 
I 3. 48. Aud when the Gentiles heard this, th: 
were glad, and plorified the ord of the Lord 
and as many as were ORDAINED unto etern"i 


life be lie ved. ; 


Ihe apoſtle Paul, the great doctor of:“ 
Gentiles, was a zealous aſtertor of this truth 
in almoſt all his epj#les, When he write 
to thole in Rome who were beloved of God, 

IF Aud 
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nd called to be ſaints, he takes care to let 
hem know the ground of all the privileges 
hey enjoy d in time, and of that happi- 
peſs they hop d for thro eternity, was laid 
n God's tree electing love. The 8th ch. 
t the 28th v. And we know taat all things 
Pall work together for good to them that love 
hol, to them who are called ACCORDING TO 
Nis evreoss. Then follows che words of 


b ifted, tbem be alſo glorified. 
ehe immutability of this electing love of 
„Pod, and that nothing ſhould hinder the 


jects of it from being put into the actual 
oſleſſion of the grace and glory to which 
cy were deſign'd, he leads them into that 
Noble triumph with which the chapter 
ads, /, ſhall lay any thing to the charge of 
Wy od! 5 cleft ? —— H#bo ſhall ſeparate us from 
love of Chriſt ? — I am perſwaded that 
iber death, nor life, nor angels, nur principa- 
es, vor powers, nor things preſent, nor things 


come; nor beight, nor deprb, nor any. other 
ute, ſuall be able to ſeparate us from the love 


ceo God 2:bich is in Chriſt Feſus our Lord. — 
0% the ↄth chapter he goes on to i luſtratethis 
an doctrine 


F 7 
1 
# 


Vvindicate it againſt ſome object ions. When 


Taac, it was ſaid unto her, the elder ſhall ſer: 


loved, but Eſau have I hated ; tho the childrif 


bave compaſſion. For the ſcripture ſaith ui 


power over the clay, of the ſame lump to mali 
Some will reply to this, and ſay, It is nof 


is here ſpoken of; and the apoſtle doe 


A 
n 
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doctrine from particular inſtances, and to 


Rebecca had conceived twins by our fat ber 
the younger ; as it is written, Jacob have 


being not yet born, bad done neither good nor evil: 
That the purpoſe of God according to election might 
ſtand, not of works, but of him that calle. 
What ſhall we ſay then? 1s there unrighteouſne(s 
with God? God forbid. For he ſaith to Moles, 


1 will bave mercy on whom I will have mercy, 


and I will have compaſſion on whom I will 


Pharaoh, Even for this ſame purpoſe have | 
raiſed thee up, that I might ſhew my power nM 
thee, and that my name might be declare 
throughout all the earth. Thou will ſay th 
unto me, Why doth be yet find fault? For will 
bath reſiſted bis will ? Nay but, O man, wi 
art thou that replieſ ag ainſt God? Shall tw 
thing formed ſay to him that formed it, Wiki 
baſt thou made me thus? Hath not the pott 


one veſſel unto honour, and another unto diſhonour 
a perſonal, but a national preference whic! 
not refer to Jacob and Eſau in their ſingi 
capacity, or to the ſpiritual and everlaſting 


ſtare of either of them; but intends oni 
theiß 
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their poſterity, and the difference made 
between the 7/raelites and the Edomites, in 
the external diſpenſations of providence ; 
which he mentions to juſtifie God, and 
ſilence the Fews from complaining, tho 


hey were caſt off, and the Gentiles called 
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re here ſpoken of with reſpect to their 
6 deſcendents, it does not follow that they 
are not to be perſonally conſider'd allo ; 
eſpecially ſince Pharaoh is mentioned, and 
pro't in as an inſtance with them. And 


"iS poſtles diſcourſe, I think muſt ſee that he 


Foncerns of men in his eye all along, and 
efers to their ſpiritual & everlaſting ſtate, 
hy elſe does he draw that inference from 
in the 16 v; So then it is not of him that 
th, nor of him that runneth, but of God 
at ſheweth mercy? And ſpeak in the 22 
„id 23 verſes, of God's ſhewing his wrath, 
4 F making his power known, on the veſſels of 
Wrath fitted for deſtruction, whom he here 
dured with much long ſuffering ; and his diſ- 
ay ing the riches of his glory, in the veſſels of 
ercy, which he bad afore prepared unto glory ? 
the I1th chap. he further vindicates 
We divine conduct in caſting off the Fews, 
Wd reconciles it both with the promiſe 
ade unto the fathers, and with the divine 
goodneſs 


od 
E 
100 

nl 
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in their room. But tho' Jacob and Eſau 


hoever attends to the manner of the 


has ſomething higher than any temporal 
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forbid. For 1 alſo am an Iſraelite of the ſeed of 
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this time alſothere is a REMNANT ACCORDING 


WE: grace, ben it is no more of works, other wiſt 
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goodneſs in general: And he does this by 
aſlerting an election of grace among that 
people, which wou'd certainly take effed. 
The rejection, he ſays, was not 7o:al. 
They were caſt off indeed, but not 2. 
There was a choſen remnant among them, 
that obtain'd righteouſneſs and lite by faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt, tho' the body of that peo-W 
ple remain'd in unbelief; of which numbe: 
he reckons himſelf to be one; and he ſug-· 
gets roo that it was a larger number than 
ome might imagine, as was the number oiſM- 
the choſen, preſery'd and faithful, in the 
days of Elias. From the 1ſt to the 7th v. 
T ſay then, hath God caſt away his people? Gui 


Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. God bath 
not caſt away his people which he FoRE-KNX Ew. 
Mot ye not what the ſcripture ſaith of Elias? 
How be maketh interceſſion toGod againſtI{racl,i 
faying, Lord, they have killed thy prophets, ans 


digged down thine altars ; and 1 am left alone 
and they ſeek my life. But what ſaith the an 
ſwer of Ged unto him? I have reſerv'd to mi 
ſelf [even thouſand men, who have not bowed ih 


knee to the image of Baal. Even ſo then Mi 
TO THE ELECTION 'OF GRACE. And if b 
grace is no more grace. But if it be of :warks, 


then it is no more grace; otherwiſe work is m 
| mnt 
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more work. What then ? Iſrael bath not ob- 
tained that which he ſeeketh for; but TE 
W -1ECTION HATH OBTAIN'D IT, and. the reſt 
ere blinded. | 

lle begins his epiſtle to the Epheſians 
with a moſt devout and ſolemn thanks- 
giving to God, for thoſe ſpiritual bleſſings 
.{E wherewith believers are blefled ; and not 
only mentions their election and predeſti - 


nation as one, but as the ſecret ſpring from 
n vhence all the reſt do flow. Chap. x. v. z, 


, 5. Bleſſed be the God and father of our Lord 


ME 7e/us Chriſt, who bath bleſſed us with all ſpiri- 
v. bleflings in heavenly things in Chriſt 
1 $ACCORDING AS HE HATH CHOSEN US IN HIM, 
Front THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, 


hat we ſhuuld be holy, and without blame before 
im in love: Having predeſtinated us to the 


* option of children by Feſus Chriſt to himſelf, 
el, ccording to the good pleaſure of bis will, to the 


raiſe of the glory of his grace. Surely this 
Wuſt contain much more than their being 
Y ppointed to the outward privileges of the 
Fhurch ſtate of the goſpel ; for tho' this is 
great ſavour, yet all who are thus favour'd 
Wan't be ſaid to be bleſled with ALL ſpiri- 
al bleſſings in Chriſt, as thoſe here ſpoken 
fare ſaid to be, The apoſtle leaves us at 
o lols about the perſons here intended; 
r he calls them in the 1ſt v. The ſaints at 
pheſus, and faithful in Chris Jeſus; and 
is I they 
; 
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they are farther deſcribed in the 7th v. as 
having redemption thro his blood, even the for- 
giveneſs of ſins ; which things can't be {ai 
co belong to thole who are no more than 
viſible or nominal chriſtians | 


To the Theſſalonians he writes, as know- 
ing their election of God, becauſe the goſpel 
had come to them, not in word only but in 
pow:r ; which plainly ſhews ſomething 
more is intended than their election to the 
injoyment of the goſpel ; for its coming 
in word only would have been a ſufficient 
proof of that. 1 Ep. 1. ch. 45. v. This is 
tarther explain d, in his 2d epiſtle, the 2 
Ch. at the 13th & 14 verſes; where the 
goſpel is conſidered as the means of their 
attaining that ſalvation which they ate 
{aid to be choſen to; for he ſays to them, 
God hath, ſrom the beginning, choſen you to ſal. 
vation, thro ſandtification of the ſpirit, and be. 
lief of the truth; whereunto he called you by ou 
goſpel, to the obtaining the glory of our Lor 
Zeſus Chriſt . Hitherto our quotations 
have been out of thoſe Epiſtles of Pau 
which are directed to churches. . He allo 
wrote ſome to particular perſons; as tt 
Timothy his own ſon in the faith, to direct hill 
how to diſcharge his office as an Evangeliſ 
Him he charges to hold faſt the form of ſoun 
wordt, Which he had heard from himſell, 
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and we find this to be ſome of thoſe ſound 
= words, a part of the chriſtian doctrine in 
which he inſtituted this young divine; 
That ſalvation takes its riſe, from the free 
grace, and eternal purpoſe of God in Jeſus 
y Chriſt. 2 ep. x ch. gth v. Who hath ſaved 
us, and called us with an holy calling; not ac- 
8 cording to our works, but according to his own 
purpoſe and grace which was given us in Chri 

Feſus, before the world began. That he might 
be willing to do and ſuffer any thing, to 
promote the ſalvation of others, he propo- 
ſes to him his own example, in the 2 ch. 
the roth v. I endure all things for the ELECTS 
_ SAKE, that they may obtain the ſalvation in 
I Chriſt Feſus, to which they are deſign'd. 
And leſt he ſhou'd be diſcourag'd when 
| corrupt teachers ſhou'd advance dangerous 
and deſtructive opinions, as Hymences and 


TT 


0 biletus had done, and the faith of many 
a nominal chriftians ſhou'd be overthrown by 
them, he lets him know, That as many as 
{God had ſet apart for himſelf, would be 
preſerved thro” faith unto ſalvation, v. 19. 


E Nevertheleſs the foundaticn of God ſtandeth 
We having this ſeal, the Lord knoweth them 
zin bat are bis. Nor does he leave this out of 
he ſcheme of principles he taught Titus, 
another Evangeliſt; whoſe buſinels was to 
ater the churches planted by the apoſtles, 
and to ſtrengthen and carry on the work 
. I 2 which 
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which they had begun. In the preface of 
his epiſtle to him, he ſpeaks of himſelf, as 
a ſervant of God, and an apoſtle of Feſus Chriſ 
according to the faith of God's eleff, and the 
acknowledging of the truth which is after god- 
lineſs: in bope of eternal life, which God that 
cannot lie promiſed before the world began. In 
the body of the epiſtle he charges him, to 
{peak the things which become ſound doctrine; 
and not only to inculcate the duties of Mt 
practical religion, but to ſet forth the free 
grace of God in man's ſalvation by Jelus|M 
Chriſt; and to urge obedience from this“ 
peculiar motive of the goſpel, the end of Mn 
Chriſt's death, Hh gave himſelf for us, uM 
redcem us from all iniquity, and to purifie u 
himſelf a PECULIAR PEOPLE, Who ſhould be 
⁊ea lous of good works, Tit. x ch. 1, 2. v. 
2 Ch. I. 13, 14. v. 3 ch. 4, 5, 6. verſe. 

There was a union of the other apoſtles 
with Paal in teaching this doctrine. IM 
is more than implied in thoſe words oi 
James, (ch. I. v. 18 ) Of bis own wi 
{egat he us with the word of truth, &c. Hi 
(yn will chere, means nothing leſs than his 
purpos d grace: It is the ſame with wh 
the apoſtle Paul calls Lis good pleaſure, v 
he bath purpoſed in himſelf. F And when 
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he is warning againſt a partial regarding 
the rich, and deſpiſing the poor, he ſhews 
this to be very contrary to God's method 
in diſpenſing ſpiritual favours. The 2d 
ch. 5th v. Hearken my beloved brethren, bath 
not God CHOSEN the poor of this world, rich in 
5 faith, and beirs of the kingdom which he bath 
= promiſed to them that love him? _ 
= The apoſtle Peter will not leave this 
ſubject untouch'd. Writing to the chriſti- 
Jans driven by perſecution from their own 
country into places where they were Hrang- 
ler, he addreiles them in this ſtile, Elect. 
ccording to the forc-knowlecdge of God the fa- 
Wi ber, thro ſandtification of the ſpirit unto obedi> 
ence, and ſprinkling of the blood of Feſus, He 
iſtinguiſhes between them and others, in 
the next ch. at the 8th and gth verſes ; 
Others, he ſays, took offence at Chriſt, and 
ſumbled at his word, being diſobe dient, where- 
to alſo they were apointed : but thele were 
By CHOSEN GENERATION, a PECULIAR PEOPLE, 
7 ſhew forth the praiſes of bim, who hath 
galled them out of darkneſs into bis marvellous 
alt. And in his next epiſtle, the 1ſt, ch. 
he 10th v. he exhorts them to give dilli— 
ence lo make their calling, and therein their 
lection ſure; i. e. ſure to themſelves, with 
Jeſpect to their own comfortable know- 
Edge of it, as it was already ſure with 
W-tp<Rt to the decree and purpoſe of Goo 
he 
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The teſtimonies ſhall finiſh with John, 
as his writings cloſe the book of God. He 
was eſpecially the diſciple of love, and his 
epijtles, as well as his goſpel, breath the 
electing love of God. In his firſt epiſtle 
the T4th ch, the 19th v. He makes the an- 
recedent eternal love of God to as, not on- 
ly the incentive, but the riſe and ſpring of 
the believers love to him; We love bim, 
bccauſe he firſt loved us. And he inſcribes 
nis ſecond epiſtle, to an honourable matron, 
whom he calls the elet? Lady; not only 
choice one, but one choſen of God : 
Nor is the book of the Revelation whici 
Feſus Chriſt made to him filent about this 
truth. There we are told, That all thi 
dwell in the earth ſhall worſhip the beaſt, and 
be deceived by ſatan, either in doctrine 
or practice, to their perdition, excepting 
thoſe whoſe names are written in the lam's i 
book of life from the foundation of the world; 
13th ch. 8. v. 17. ch. 8 v. And inthe 
14th verie, the followers of the Iamb have 
this deſcription and character given ol 
them, they are called, and choſen, and faithful 
Finally, we are told in the 21 ch. 27th if 
Who ſhall gain admiſſion into the new 7t 
ruſalem, the Teruſalem which is above, bY 
city of the livingGod; that there ſhall in no i 
enter any thing that defileth, neither bat ſoevi 
worketh abomination, or maketh a lie; 9 
GT THE! 
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= THEY WHICH ARE WRITTEN IN THE LAMB'S 
Book OF LIFE, This expreſſion frequently 


M ; 
! occurs in the ſacred ſtile. Ot ſome ; 
s MW particular ſaints we read, (Phil. 4. 3.) their [| 
e names are in the book of life, And the whole | 
e bod) of them are ſtiled, ( Heb. 12. 23.) 
be church of the firſt-born written in heaven. 
All which places refer to the common uſage 
among men, of keeping books of record, 

„in which are entred the names of perſons 
admitted into their community, and all 
„elections to offices among them: And fo 

in this metaphorical way of ſpeaking, the 
ſcripture repreſents the great diſcriminat- 
ing favour of eternal election. 

1s | 


It appears from all, that the doctrine we 


1 

d are treating of, is no ſcatter'd, ſingle, or 
ne independent article; but runs along 
with the fream of the bible. We have 
not this truth as the ſmall drop of @ bucket, 
but as rhe ſound of many waters. It theſe 
je texts do not mean what we are maintain- 


Jing, to me they mean nothing at all. And 
Whowever one or two of them may be art- 


fully evaded, or turn'd to another fenſe by 
be /ght of any; + yet they who deny our 
he If any would ſee a number of the ſeriptures 
ve have mention'd reſcud from the ſtrange 
a and unnatural interpretations of Hammond, 


conjunction with his 
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doctrine muſt fight with an exceeding great 
army of ſcriptures, and contend with Moſe; 
and the Prephers, CHRIST and his Apoſtles, 
And thus we ſee what we have alerted, 
ſtrongly eſtabliſh d by the authority of the 
holy ſcriptures. 


II. We may argue this truth from the 
divine perfections; particularly, from the 


infinite wiſdom, and certain fore-knowledge 


of God. ” 

1. From the infinite i/dow of God, in 
ower, Whatever 
God does, he muſt be ſuppos'd to have be- 
fore determin d to do: This muſt be allowed 
or elle it wou'd argue him defective in 
wiſdom. And whateyer he determines to 


do he mult accompliſh,or it wou'd argue him 


defective in power. I find this tho't ſo well 
purſu'd by a late rational and ſound Di. 


vine, that I will take the liberty to uſe 


his words, with bur little variation. 

e Tt muſt be allow'd that whatever per- 
fection or excellency is to be found in any 
creature, the ſame muſt be eflential to the 


» 5 — — wel” 


Whitby, and others; let them conſult, Doctor 
- Edwards's Veritss Redux, and the late Doctor 
Feidgley's Body of Divinity. 

* The Rey. Mr. Sale. EA 
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moſt high God, and that in the moſt emi- 
nent and tranſcendent degree. For, if 
every creature derives its being from God, 
as the firſt cauſe, then no creature can 
poſſibly be poſſeſsd of any excellency, but 
what muſt, in the higheſt and moſt abſo— 
lute ſenſe, belong to God —. Now, no 
one can deny that it is an excellency in 
any creature to be wiſe and powerſul ; 
wife to lay a {ſcheme of what he intends 
| to do, and powerful to perform and ac- 


u compliſh what he deſigns. For a rational 
being to ſet about a work, without firſt 
7 forming in his mind a model of what he 
intends to purſue, is to diſcover a defect 
- | of wiſdom ; as not to be able to accempliſn 
the plan he hath laid down, bewrays a 
aj want of power. Theſe premiſes 


„being granted, which indeed cannot be 
denied, it muſt follow, that whatever the 
great God does he deſign'd to do; and 
whatever he deſign d to do he does. For, 
to ſuppoſe God to perform any work which 
e ke did not before deſign to perform, is to 
charge him with a degree of folly, and with 
acting below an intelligent agent; as to 
uppoſe him to deſign a thing which he 
does not effect, is to tax him with impo- 
ence, It then it is an inſtance of the wiſ⸗ 
Nom and power of man, firſt to deſign a 
work, and then to perfect it, the gteat God, 
13-2 TEE who. 
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who is infinite in both theſe perfections, 
muſt deſign what he effects, and effect what 
he deſigns. To this deciſion of reaſon the 
{acred ſcriptures bear their teſtimony in 
the fulleſt and ſtrongeſt manner. With how 
much majeſty does the great God deliver 
himſelt in thoſe words, Iſai. 46, 10, 11? 
1 Iam God, and there is none elſe ; I am God,and 
„ there is none like me; declaring the end from 
the begining, and from ancient times, the things 


„ 
1 
Th that are not yet done, ſaying, My counſel ſhall 
* ſtand, and { will do all my pleaſure, ---= To 
1 | apply this to the great work of fallen 


1 man's redemption. Either God actually 
| ſaves all men, or he does not ; if he does, 
he muſt have deſign'd it; if he does not, tis 
plain he never deſign'd it. All that God 
deſign'd to ſave, he ſaves; but he actually 
"1 ſaves ſome only, therefore he deſign'd only 
= to ſave ſome of fallen Adam's children, 
„ Now, if we conſider God as infinite in wil- 
dom, and of almighty power, there cannot 
be a more rational way of arguing, than 
from his acts to his deſigns. 
2. The very Fore-knowledge of God ar- 
gues the ſame thing. That known to God 
are all bis works from the begining, | will be 


com. 
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eaſily granted. Few, if any among us, are 
diſpos d to deny this, ThatGod did from all 
eternity fore-know who ſhou'd be ſaved. 
Hie muſt then fore-know that the requiſite 
© qualifications to ſalvation ſhou'd be found 
in chem; that they wou'd repent, and be- 
lieve, and obey the goſpel ; for none can be 
ſav'd without theſe. And ſince the ſcrip- 
ture is plain that theſe are God's gift, of 
bis working wherever they are found, he 
cannot be ſaid to have fore-known that 
| theſe wou'd fo repent and believe, without 
an unalterable determination in his own 
mind to befow theſe ſaving graces on them 
in particular. Therefore, Fore-knowledg e 


sand predeſtination are link'd together in 
d our text, Mbom he did fore - kn, them be did 
yVredeſtinate. I take this argument to be 
y [eoncluſive, It is that upon which the 
n. {Wreat Doctor Tig mainly reſts the cauſe, 


gn his learned defence of this truth againſt 
the oppoſers of his day. And it was this 
Convinc'd the celebrated Dr. South, and 
Prought him into thoſe principles called 
alvinian, It will not be foreign to my 
Purpoſe, and poſſibly at may more than 
form and pleaſe ſome, if I ſhou'd inſert a 
dort account of that matter into this diſ- 
ourſe. I have it then from very good 
authority, 
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authority, | that this eminent perſon, 
ſometime after the reſtoration, being in 
company at Oxford with ſeveral] perſons of 
note, and among the reſt with Mr. Thomas 
Gilbert, who was afterwards one of the 
ejected miniſters, they fell into a converla- 
tion about the arminian points. And altho 
it was more than ſuſpe&ted that Dr. South, 
who fell in with the new conformity, did 
allo incline to the new divinity of that 
time, yet upon Mr. Gilberts allerting that 
the Predeſtination of the Calwinifs did ne- 
ceſſarily follow upon the Preſcience of the 
Arminians, the Doctor preſently engaged 
that it he would make that out, he would 
never be an Arminian ſo long as he livd 
Mr Gilbert immediately undertook it, and 
made good his aflertion to the ſatisfaction 
of thoſe preſent; and the Doctor himſel 
was ſo convinc'd,as to continue to the lak 
a very zealous aflertor of the reform(d 
dodrine againſt its various oppoſers— 
And thus the truth we are maintaining 
may be argued from the divine perfection 
III. It may alſo be argued from the di 
pen ſat ions of providence and grace; in givir: 


1 


1 Dr. Calamy's continuation of the account 
tte /lenced miniſtets, Vol, 1ſt, p. 146. 


tl. 


the goſpel to ſome people, and not to 
others; and in bleſſing the preaching of 
it for ſaving good to ſome who enjoy it, 
and not to others. 


1. In giving the goſpel to ſome and not 
to others. In order to compleat the ſal- 
vation of men, the redemption purchaſed 
| muſt be applied; and in order to this ap- 
| plication there are means appointed and 


are the word and ordinances of the goſpel. 
| For, as ſays the apoſtle, Rom. 10, 14. How 
| ſhall. they call on him in whom they have not 
believed ? And how ſhall they believe in him, 
of whom they have not heard? And how ſhall 
| they bear without a preacher ? Now, the gol- 
pel of ſalvation 1s ſent to ſome places, and 
not to others; and this by a ſpecial provi- 
| dence, Not only the dodrine, but the 
fourneys and travels of the apoſtles, were 
under the direction of the ſpirit of God. 
Acts 16. 6, 7. Now when they were gone 
throughout Phrygia, and the region of Galatia, 
and were forbidden of the Holy Ghoſt to preach 
the word in Aſia, after they were come to Myſia, 
they aſſayed to go inte Bithynia : but the ſpirit 
ſuſfered them not. Agreably when the apoſtle 
Paul was preaching the goſpel at Antioch, 
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made neceflary by God's inſtitution: theſe 


he told the people of that place (Acts, 12. 
26.) Men and brethrer, to you is the ward of | 
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this ſalvation sxxr. Not fo much bro't by 
us as ſent by God, And this diſpoſition of 
providence cannot be accounted for but 
by an election of grace to be gather d in W 1; 
from among ſuch a people. This was 
given as the reaſon why Paul was ſent to 
preach the goſpel at Corinth, Acts 18 9, 10. il 1 
Then ſpake the Lord to Paul in the night by a 
viſion, (ſaying, Be not afraid, but ſpeak, and 


Hold not thy peace, for I am with thee, and no : 
man ſhall hurt thee ; for I HAVE MUCH PEOPLE NN . 
in this city, And ſo the preaching ot the , 
goſpel in other Gentile places 1s accounted i 
for, Acts 15. 14. James anſwered ſaying, Ie have ©. 
be ard how God bath viſited the Gentiles, 16 MW, 


tale out of them a people for bis name. 


2. In hleſing the means of grace for ſaving 
good to ſome who enjoy them, and not to 
others. The wind blows where it liſteth; and 
the holy ſpiric works by the miniſtry of the 
word, to will and to do, of bis own good plea- 
ſure. FT One is awaknd, convinced, pricked 
to the heart by a ſermon; another in the ſame 
ſear, under the ſame ſermon, feels nothing. 
Sometimes the moſt unlikly are taken and 
eftectually called, while others are leſt: 
And this after many years delay and dil- 


AED couragement, 
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couragement, and no hopeful proſpe&, but 
the contrary. Some out of wicked families 
are Converted ; others,after a ſtri& and re- 
ligious education, become vile and profli- 
gate. What different ſucceſs hath the goſpel 
at lome times, and in ſome places; and at 
different times in the ſame place? Tho 
| the ſame meſlage, and the ſame preacher. 
Is there not an open diſplay of the ſove- 
reignty of divine grace in all this? Surely 
the converſion of ſinners 1s according to his 
purpoſe, as to the ſubjects themſelves, and 
alſo as to the time and ſeaſon of their 
change, and the means and method by 
which it is accompliſhed. 
Once more, ; 
| IV. Such an election as we are treating 
of, is weceſſary to ſecure to the Lord Feſus Chriſt 
what he purchaſed by bis deatb. It wou'd be very 
diſhonourable to ſuppoſe that Chriſt un- 
dertook the great and difficult work of 
mans redemption ; that he came into our 
world, ſuffer'd and died, upon an uncertainty 
hat the effect of his redemption wou'd 
pe; for this is plainly to make him act 
delow à wiſe intelligent agent. This 
ould no ways be aſcertain'd but by a di- 
ine fore ordination; for otherwiſe it muſt 
de left to turn upon the corrupt fallacious 
pill of man. If men were left to them- 
lyes, ſuch is their imporency to what is 
| good 
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good in their preſent fallen ſtate, and ſuck 

a ſtrong biaſs are they under to the world 

and fin, they wou'd never comply with the 

terms of ſalvation ; and ſo muſt fall ſhort 

of it after the purchaſe of it was made, 

Therefore a ſpecial number were choſen, 
and given to Chriſt, with reſpe& to whom 

the father engag'd, that they ſhou'd be 

bro't to believe on him, and be à ſeed to 

ſerve bim in this world, and thro' his me- 
rits obtain to everlaſting blefledneſs in the 

world to come. We are told in the reve- 
lation which God hath made to us of th: 

hidden myſtery which God ordain'd before the 

world unto cur glory, that the ſucceſs of 
his redeeming work was aſcertain'd to our 

redeemer, in an inviolable contract, upon 
his engaging in the great & glorious deſign. 
Iſai. 43 Io, 11, 12. When thou ſhalt make 
bis ſoul au offering for ſin, He ſhall ſee hi 
ſeed © the pleaſure of the Lord ſhall proſper in 
his hand, He ſhall ſee of the travel of his 
ſoul and be ſatisfied : By his knowledge (hal 
my righteous ſervant juſtify many. Therefort 
1 will divide him a portion with the great, and 
he ſhall divide the ſpoil with the ſtrong : becauſe 
be hato poured out his ſou! unto death. It was 
upon the aſſurance our bleſſed ſaviour had 
given him in this contract, that he ſpoke 
_ thoſe words, John 6. 37. All that the ft 
ther giveth me, SHALL come 10 me. Thus 1 hang 

YT | _ confirme( 
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confirmed the truth we are maintaining, by 
WW what I take to be direct ſcripture proof, and 
ſolid argument agreable to ſcripture. And 
tif the truth is once well eſtabliſh'd, there 
is che lels need to regard the objections 
bro't againſt it. Yet, I hope, thro divine 
aſſiſtance, in the next diſcourſe to vindi- 
cate this doctrine, i in ſome meaſure, from 
the charges bro't againſt it, as if it argu'd 
unrighteouſneſs in God, diſcourag'd per- 
ſons from uſeing the means of ſalv ation, 
tended to deſpair, &c. 


In the mean time, let what we have now 
heard cauſe us humbly to bow down be- 
fore the throne of the divine ſovereignty, 
and awfully to adore in the apoſtles lan- - 
guage, Rom. 1x. from the 33d v. O the 
depth of the riches both of the wiſdom and 
knowledge of God | how unſearchable are his 
judgments, and his ways paſt finding out ! For 
who hath known the mind of the Lord, or who 
bath been his counſeller ? Or who hath fr given 
to bim, and it ſhall be recompenſed unto him 
again? For of bim, and through bim, and to him 


are all things : to whom be glory forever 
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ROMANS, VIII. 30. 


Moreover, whom he did predeſtinate, them he 
alſo called; and whom he called, them he 
alſo juſtified ; and whom he juſtified, them 
ke alſo glorified, | 


1 


HES E words have been 
the foundation of two dil- 
courſes already, upon this 
illuſtrious Doctrine ot chril- 
tianity, That a certain num- 
ber were ſelected by God, 
in his eternal counſel and 
purpoſe, from the reſt of fallen mankind, to 
be in time effectually called, ſanctiſied and 
juſtified, in order to their being finally 
brot to eternal life and glory; and this 
out of his meer good pleaſure, and for the 


praiſe of his glorious grace. 
| . This 
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This truth has been explained & ſtated 
in ſeveral propoſitions. It has alſo been 
confirmed & eſtabliſhed by poſitive ſcrip- 
ture proof, and by ſome arguments drawn 
from the ſcriptures. That which we are 
to proceed to at this time 1s, 


III. To attempt to clear this truth of 
ſome miſrepreſentations made of it; and to 
ive an anſwer to the objections commonly 
bro't againſt it. 


Here I would firſt of all obſerve to you, 
We ſhou'd not diſown or relinquiſh a d oc- 
trine we have been taught, becauſe of ſome 
objections rais'd againſt it, or difficulties 
attending it. For there is no one truth 
in all the bible, tho' never ſo plainly laid 
down, but the corrupt, proud, and aſpiring 
mind of man, has formed ſome objections 
is Nagainſt it, and ſtarted ſome difficulties a- 
. out it. And if we can't quite maſter all 
n- che difficulties, and reconcile every thing 
d, nat ſeems contradictory, we muſt net 
d herefore withold our aflent, if the thing 
to WW ſelf is expreſly reveal'd in ſcripture, cr 
nd {<ceflarily infer'd from it. We are 1ndil- 
1; W<-ofably obliged to believe whatever God 
nis Nas reveal'd, whether it is obvious to our 
he eaſon, and agrees with our preconceiv d 

Wpinions, or not, If we can but ſatisfie 
115 | EE: | _our 
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our ſelves the ſcripture aſſerts ſuch a doc. 
rrine, the obſcurity, difficulty, and harſh. 
neſs, which ſeem ro attend it, muſt not 
{tumble or offend us. For theſe are things 
which are to be receiv'd upon the credit 
of him that reveals them; and we don't 
yield chat obedience of faith which the gol. 
pel requires, unleſs our underſtandings ſubmit 
to a revealed truth, as readily as our will, 
are to comply with a commanded duty. 


Ic is ſcripture and not reaſon, that is the 
rule of faich : For we are 1ncompetent 
judges of revealed truths, not only on ac. 
count of the narrowneſs of our capacities, 
but becaule of that blindneſs of mind which 
is the conſequent of our fallen ſtate. 


Nor yet is the unſearchableneſs of i 
doctrine reveal'd in ſcripture, a ſufficient 
reaton why we ſhould forbear all inquin 
into it, Or diſcourſe about it. What w 
may not pretend to ſearch out to perfection 
or to explain the modus of, we may ye 
know and ſpeak fo much of, as to ſubſet 
the great ends of religion. And if it 
not the object of inquiry, nor a fit ſubjeo 
of dilcourſe, to what end is it reveal'd? 
all? We are ſoon loſt in the perfe&iens! 
"the divine nature, as well as in the dectrine 
be atcrees; yer they muſt not be let alon 
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it we would teach people what they are to 
believe conceining God. 


Tho; there are bounds ſet about the holy 
mount, and to break thro to gaze, is danger- 
| ous, and may be fatal; yet, keeping a pro- 
per diſtance, we may allowably take a view 
| of what 1s preſented before us; and with- 
out affecting to be wiſe above what is writ- 
ten, we may ſafely venture to go into a myſ- 
terious ſubject as far as the ſcripture leads 
us, compareing ſpiritual things with ſpiritual : 


may gain ſome ſatisfaction about what is 
otherwiſe tw] O painful for us. 


Having faid this by way of premiſe, I 
come directly to what we. propos d, to 
vindicate the preſent truth from ſome of 
the miſrepreſentations made of it, and to 
anſwer ſome objections made againſt it. 


| I. To vindicate it from ſome miſrepre- 
ſentatlons. For a diſtinction is always to be 

made between the objections ro which a 
truth may be liable, and the miſrepreſen- 


made of it. Some greatly miſrepreſent 
this doctrine, and ſtate it in ſuch a manner 
as we are far from allowing, but utterly 
difown and reject as well as themlelygs. 

SOOT Thus 


And by going into the ſanctuary of God, we 


tat ons which are ignorantly or malicicuſſy 
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Thus, . 
1. Some repreſent the doctrine of elec. 
tion as God's ordaining to ſave ſome par. 
ticular perſons let them live how they will. 


But no ſuch election as this was ever 
aſlerced by us. The ſcripture knows no 
ſuch election, and we are far from main- 
taining it. The ſame decree that deſigns 
any perſons to falvation, aſcertains the 
means for the obtaining that ſalvation; 
Theſe are faith and holineſs. God hath 
choſen us to ſalvation thro ſanitification of 
the ſpirit, and belief of the truth. And the 


elect of God are predeſtinated to be conformed 


to the image of his ſon, which takes 1n the 
whole work of ſanctification. And there- 
fore we never ſaid, that if a perſon was 
elected he might be ſaved however he or- 
dered his life; for this wou'd be to ſeparate 
what God has indiflolubly connected, and 
to deſtroy a part of the decree itſelf. 


2. Another miſrepreſentation is, when 
any ſpeak as if the decree of God was the 
Reaſun why men did continue in ſin & unbelie. 


| Give me leave to reply to this in the 
words of another. * Indeed, the imme- 


7 Pr. Rideley, by way of reply to Dr. Whitsy 
See his body of divinity, Vol, iſt. p. 2 30 
BED 1ate 


f ; 
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* diate reaſon why any repent and believe 


| © co eternal life, is becauſe the exceeding 
| © greatneſs of his power is exercisd to- 
| CC | | | 

| © wards them, whereby he works fepent- 
| © ance and faith in them; and the reaſon 
of his exerting this power to work theſe 


* ſaying graces in them, is becauſe he has 
* determined to do it; and fo *tis the 


| © execution of his purpoſe. But it does not 
| © follow from hence, that the reaſon why 
* others do not repent & believe is, be- 


* cauſe they were not ordain'd to eternal 


life. Tis true, their not being ordain'd 
* to eternal life, or God's not having pur- 
| © poſed to fave them, is the reaſon why 


* he does not exert that power which is 
neceſlary to work repentance and faith 


© in them; and impenitence and unbelies 


* will certainly be the conſequent nereo, , 


impenitence and unbelief, is the corrup- 
tion and perverſeneſs of human nature, 
which is chargable on none but man 
* himſelf. We muſt certainly diſtinguiſh 
between impenitence and unbelief their 
being the conſequent of God's not work- 
ing zepentance and faith, and its being 
* the ect hereof, If God withholds his 
grace from ſome to whom he was not 
oblig d to give it, and they continue in 
un, this is to be aſſign'd only to that 
88 „„ 
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« wicked propenſity of nature, which in- 
& clines us to ſin, and not to the divine 
ce efficiency; for the decree enforces no 


man to ſin, as we ſhall have occaſion to ſhew 
| hereaiter. 


3- Another ſuch groſs miſrepreſentgtion 
of this doctrine is, when any ſpeak as IT the 
allerters of it held, that men are damned 
Ey werine of the decree, without any conſide- 
ration of their /n and miſcarriages. 


But this was never ſaid by the moſt 
zealous aflertors of election and reproba- 
tion. We do indeed affirm that God of 
his meer ſovereignty choſe ſome to ever- 
lafting life, and A others, without 
any conſideration had to the good works 
of the former, or the evil deeds of the lat- 
ter; but then a diſtinction is made be- 
tween bare non-electing, and the decree of con- 
demnation. Ibis, being a thing more poſi 
tive in the nature of it, muſt be with a 
view to ſin committed, and from the fore- 
ſight of it The objects of the decree 0 
condemnation muſt be, ſome way or other, 
obnoxious to juſtice, that the righteouſneds 
of God may be intirely clear in the judg: 
ment of intellectual creatures. For, tho 
a favour may be placed on one to whom 
tis not due, while it is withheld from 

et ap | another 
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another that has no claim to it, without 
any ſhadow of injuſtice; yet, puniſhment 
can't righteouſly be inflicted on one that 
| no way deſerves it; and eternal puniſh- 

ment cannot be deſerved, if no fin is to be 
charged. 


Among the Calviniſtical Divines of the 
laſt century, Doctor Ti was one of prime 
note; and, tho in the ſupra-lapſarian 
ſcheme, he declares himſelf in the words 
following; T That in no moment 
* of time or reaſon doth God ordain 
% any man to damnation, before the con- 
* ſideration of fin. Every one that is dam- 
* ned is damned for his ſin, and that will- 
* fully committed, and contumaciouſly 
continued, by them that come to ripe 
“years. 


Doctor Edwards, another ſtrenuous and 
learned defender of predeſtination, ſays, * 
1188 © Ic is a true propoſition, that God never 
te. decreed to make any creature everlaſt- 
Ml (L ingly miſerable, who by his voluntary 
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- | — 
gr In his riches of God's love, wrote againſt Mr, 
| Hord, 2d part pag. 50. . 3 
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25 M « cranſgrefſion 


82 Of Predeſtination 


oy tranſgreſſion of the divine laws, did not 
« deſerve it. To damn, being an act of 
punitive juſtice, {uppoles a fault, implies 
ſome demerit. Tribulation and anguiſh to 
every ſoul of man that worketh evil, Rom. 
2. 9. All are under ſin, Rom. 3. 9. That 
every mou'h may be topped, and all the world 
'© may become guilty before God, v. 19, There- 
” tore the penal decree hath reſpect to this, 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
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And our venerable Willard || ſpeaks the 
iame language, when he ſays, © God in- 
© rended to damn none but for fin. Dam- 
*© nation is not an act of meer ſovereignty, 
© bur of relative juſtice. God damns none 
© meerly becauſe he will damn them, but 
becauſe they have bro't it upon them- 
lelves. As in Jer. 2. 17. Haſt thou not 
procured this unto thy ſelf, in that thou haſt 
» forſaken the Lord thy God £ Sin therefore 
is the only cane: of men's deſtruction. 
** It is true, there is an infallibility of con- 
© ſequence upon reprobation, that all who 
are under that decree will die ; but they 
do not die becauſe they were reprobated, 
but becauſe they ſinned. And were it 
not ſo, revenging juſtice would not be 
manifeſted j in this. For, mee erf 
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« in rewarding men according to their 
* doings, judging by the law which 
they are under. That juſtice then may 
« take place, it muſt appear that the 
* man really deferves the penalty in- 
* flicted on him. Now this deſert ariſeth 
© from the nature and merit of fin: the 
| © man then mult be a ſinner before he can 
| © be juſtly damned; and if he be fo, he 
| © then rightly deſerves it. So we read, 
* Rom. 6. 23. The wages of ſin is death; 
i but the gift of God is eternal life, thro Feſus 
i Chriſt our Lord. So that notwithſtanding 
* the decree, no one falls under this ſen- 
* tence, till by his fin he hath brought it 
© upon himſelf. No man is doomd to 
© hell and deſtruction, becauſe he was re- 
* probated, but becauſe he was a ſinner | 
„and deſerv'd it“ 5 N 
Having ſo far. clear'd the doctrine of 
theſe milrepreſentations that are made of it, 


1 We come, a 
o. To return ſome anſwer to the ob- 
y edions that are commonly offer'd againſt it. 
d, And | 


it 2. Some object againſt the dodrine 
be {Wot election, or God's free choice of ſome 
us f fallen mankind, to make them the ſub- 
as of his grace now, and heirs of glory 

\ereafter, while he paſted by the reſt, and 

cit them in the ruins of their apoſlacy;ſcme 
in M 2 object 
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obje& againſt this, as inconſiſtent with the 
juſtice and righteouſneſs of God. Why, ſay 
they, ſhou'd he chuſe ſome and nor others, 
to make them the objects of his redeeming 
love and grace, when all were alike miſer— 
able, and equally undeſerving? Does not 
this make him a reſpecter of perſons? 
Whenas we are told, Acts 10. 34. Of 
truth God is no reſpecter of perſons; and he 
has ſtrictly forbidden this in earthly judge. 


To this it may be anſwer'd, That reſpe& 
df perſons which is blam'd amongſt men, 
is when one is prefer'd before another, in 
a matter of right, for ſome ſiniſter and (elf. 

iſn ends; as when a judge Favours the ri 
in his cauſe; but this- is not chargeable 
Where a perſon is under no obligation by 
any law or rule, but is at perfect liberty. 
Thus tho' a man that is a judge, muſt do 
alike by all, when he di'penſes juſtice; 
yet a man is at liberty to take into his 
houſe and family whom he pleaſes, or «© 
beſtow his eſtate on whom he will. If tha 
place in Acts 10. 34. 35. where the apoſtle 
Peter lays, Of a truib I perceive that God i 
210 reſpecter of perſons : But in every nation, l. 
that feareth him, and worketh righteouſneſs, i 
accepted with him, is duly conlider'd, it wil 
appear that it does not intend but tha 
God does ſhew favoyr to ſome abort 
4: 2 ; i | — others! 
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| others ; but all that it means is this, that 
God reſpects no man's perſon, eicher leſs 
or more, for his outward condition & carnal 
| priviledges. 
Now, it is certain that Gods election 
had no regard to any thing in the creature, 
to any deſervings found in the objects of 
| 1:; for all lay in one corrupt mais when the 
decree was exercis' d about them, and what- 
| ever they have excellent above others 1s 
the fruit of their election, and ſo not the 
cauſe of it. 
The glorious God was at perfect liberty, 
being a debtor to none He is ſovereign 
| Lord of his own grace, and may certainly 
beſtow 1t where he will. None could lay 
claim to it, and thereſore none are wrong d 
if it is not beſtowed on them; tho” all are 
highly favour'd who are the partakers of 
It, 
Shall it be reckon'd an act of injuſtice in 
God to fave ſome of mankind only, when 


as the fallen angels, and not recover d ſo 
much as ONE of our apoſtate race? We may 
venture to refer the matter here to the 
decition of impartial reaſon it ſelf. What ! 
ſhall not God have power to diſpoſe of his 


he is a debtor to none,but makes that open 
challenge, Who bath firſt given to bim, and it 
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own grace and glory as he pleaiech ? When 
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all be recompenced to him again? Our ſavi- 
our hath ſaid eno' to ſilence this objection, 
in Mat. 20 15. Is it not lawful for me to do 
what 1 will with mine own ? ls thine eye evil 


| becauſe I am good? 


2. This truth is further objected againſt 


as being inconſiſtent with the goodneſs and 


mercy of God, They ſay, God's tender mer- 
cies are over all his works; that he is repre- 
ſented in {cripture as a great lover of man- 
kind, and as having no pleaſure in the death 
of a ſinner, but a deſire that he ſhou'd live. 
How then can it be that his ſaving deſign 
is. reſtraind to any determinate number, 
while the reſt are left to periſh everlaſting- 
ly? And ſome are ready to think and ſay, 
what is even horrible to repeat, that it 


taxes a merciful God with the cruelty of 


making man to damn him. 
., Fo this I anſwer, 5 
However great the goodneſs and mercy 
of God are, yet all his creatures in miſery 
do not equally partake in them. This 1s 
plain from the dift nction that is made be- 
tween the fallen angels and fallen mankind. 


The fallen angels are wholly paſs'd by, and 


not one of them ſaved ; and this, to b: 
ſure, without any derogation to the mercy 
of God. Yer there is as much reaſon to 
charge God with want of goodneſs and 

mercy, 
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mercy, in leaving all the fallen angels to 
periſh, as in paſſing by ſome of fallen 
mankind. Or will any preſume to affirm 
that God 1s unmerciful, becauſe he chooſes 
the objects of his mercy, or has mercy on 
whom be will have mercy? The power of 
Cod is limited and determin'd in the exer- 
ciſe of it, by his divine wiſdom and ſover- 


eign pleaſure; and why ſhould not his 


goodneſs and mercy be ſo too? 


Nor does this give occaſion for that in- 


God made ſome men to pamx them. For 
God's purpoſe to condemn men, does not 
conſider them as creatures, but as /inners ; 
as we have had occaſion to obſerve already. 
That God did not create man on purpoſe 


he might have continued. For tho' his 


creator made him mutable, he yet made. 


J 

Y him right FT, without the leaſt tincture 
is Wot tin in his nature, or any diſpoſition, or 
- Enclination to it; but all the powers and 
d. aculties of the ſoul were diſpos'd to an- 
wer the ends of its creation, and thereby 
2: Wo glorifie God. Now, as God did not 
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jurious and blaſphemous reflection, that 


that he might fin, is evident from man's 
primitive ſtate, that of innocence,in which 
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create man that he might ſin, he cannot 
be ſaid to create him that he might con- 
demn him. Several other ideas inter- 
* vene between God's purpoſe to create 
© and to condemn. 


And tho' the merciful God does not take 
pleaſure in the death of a ſinner, as 'tis the 
miſery of his creatures, yet he has, and from 
the perfection of his nature cannot but have, 
a high ſatisfaction in the diſplay of his own 
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"if juſtice towards ſome, whoſe tin has render'd 

mw tem the proper objects for that terrible 
it attribute to be glorified upon. Beſides, IM * 
1 theſe ſame objections taken from the good- ll + 
"i neſs and mercy of God, lie as much againſt Wl 
1 God's not eventually ſaving all, as his de- 
i termination not to ſave all. None ſay W* 
8 that all men will be finally ſaved ; for the 
wy ſcripture declares the contrary in many 
1 places. Yet tis certain, God cou'd ſave 
1 all men if he ſo pleaſed. He cou'd change 
90 the heart of every ſinner in the world, i « 
prepare him for ſalvation, and then beſtow if «: 
it on him. Is it any derogation to his 
goodneſs and mercy that he don't do thus! Mc 
Why then do any charge the opinion ci 
God's determining to ſave: but a part ef. 
mankind, with ſuch unmercifulneſs, whenWc: 


the objection lies full as ſtrong againſt theit 
own opinion, that God wilt attaally ſav! 
ut a port of our ſpecies? Nc 


tion narrower, or more confin'd, than thoſe 
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Nor do we by this opinion make ſalva- 


who oppoſe it; but, in fact, make it as ex- 
tenſive in its ſubjects as they do; As one 
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cc- 


«© we both agree in this, that none ſhall be 
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has well obſerv'd upon this argument, 


The difference between them and us, is 
not about the number that are ſav'd; 
ſav'd but ſuch as repent and believe, and 
obey the goſpel, and that all ſuch ſhall 
certainly be ſaved; but what we differ 
about is, the manner of their obtaining 
ſalvation. We ſay, they are ſav'd by 


e virtue of the electing love of God 3 they | 
e ſay they are ſav'd becanſe they rightly 


improve their own free will, We affirm 
them to be ſav'd in ſuch a way as aſcribes 
all to the glory of God; the way of ſa! - 


vation which they hold is ſuch, as leaver 


great room for man'toglory. Thus far 
then our doctrine appears every whit as 
merciful to mankind as theirs, inaſmuch 
as the difference is not about the num- 
ber of the ſav'd, but the way and man- 
ner of their coming to this ſalvation. 


Nay, our doctrine appears much more 


merciful than theirs who oppoſe it. For 
ours makes the' ſalvation of millions of 


the fallen children of men abſolutely eer- 
tain, While theirs makes the ſalvation ct 
any man, but barely poſſible 


And let any 
* unprejudic'd 
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© unprejudic'd perſon judge, whether a 
doctrine that ſecures the ſalvation of an 
innumerable multitude, is not more 


worthy of a compaſſionate and mereifnl 


God, than a notion that only puts the 


ſalvation of every one upon a bare pol- 
ſibility, whence it may happen, that 
even according to their own tenets, no 
one may be ſav'd at laſt. 


Nay the author we here refer to 4 car- 


ries the matter ſtill higher, and with good 
reaſon aſlerts, That the doctrine of our 


cc 
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opponents is an unmerciful doctrine, be cauſe 
it is ſo far from aſcertainipg the ſalvati- 
on of any, that it makes the ſalvation of 
each man a moral impoſſibility. They 


ſuppoſe the election the ſcripture ſpeaks 


of to be only a conditional one, i. e. 
provided men will repent and. believe, 
and perſevere in holineſs ; but they will 
not allow thatGod has predeſtinated any 
to faith, repentance, and perſeverance to 
the end; but that the performance of 


theſe conditions depends upon their own 


will, 


„ But if this is the caſe, the queſtion 


* which was once put to our Lord, may 


— 
o 


Jaden. 


ce very 


© © 
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« very properly be ask'd here, Who then 
« can be ſaved? For, if the ſcripture has 
rightly repreſented men as by nature in 
a ſtate of death, to every goed work repro- 
e bate ; not ſufficient as of themſelves to ſpeak 
a good word, or think a good thor ; how 
“is it poſſible they ſhou'd by their own 
innate power ever perform theſe great 
“and weighty conditions? | 


Thus our doctrine appears to be not 
only conſiſtent with the mercy of God, but 
to give it a brighter diſplay. And I would 
only add upon this; It is the grace and 
mercy which ] ſee ſhining forth in this doc- 
trine, that makes me embrace it, and prize 
it, and Contend for it. And however 
others may judge, I declare with all ſeri- 
ouſneſs, I wou'd not for ten thouſand 
worlds but my own ſalvation ſhoud ſtand 
more ſecure; than any will or power of my 
own is able to make it. | 8 

To go on. 1 

3. It is objected againſt the truth we are 
maintaining, that it is inconſiſtent with 
buman liberty, and tends to eſtabliſh a fatal 
veceſſuy of things. Some will ſay, if men 
are predeſtinated to faith and holineſs, a 
force is then put upon their inelinations, 
and a free choice taken away: As on the 
other hand they ſay, this brings men under 


| N 
„ 


4 


a neceſſity of ſinning; and why are they 
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to be blam'd or puniſh'd for what they 
cannot help? Nay, ſome will venture fo 
far as to ſay, that upon this principle God 
himſelf muſt be the author of ſin, or the 
blameable cauſe ot evil. | 


a 


I anſwer, To reconcile the divine fore- 
ordination with human liberty, 1s a thing 
too hard for us; nor may any one 
pretend to do it. Yet the matter of fact is 
certain, that men de act with liberty and 
freedom in things that are fore-ordained. 
And tho' be can't reconcile them, there is 
certainly an agreement between theſe two. 


wat OY" , _ Pug R| wn e, 


Nor is it more difficult to reconcile this, Wi, 
than ſome other things which yet are ge- M1 
nerally own'd. As for inſtance, the duty f 
and ſucceſs of prayer with the doctrine of Hr 
God's unchangeableneſs, Such is the per- Wi 
fection of God's nature that he is unchange- W 
able in his mind and purpoſes. When he t. 
15 laid in ſcripture to repent or change his 7 
mind, tis only ſpoken after the manner of ſz 
men; and can by no means be underſtood Ip 
as if he had alter'd his purpoſe upon any W's 
new proſ pet, or was brot to do otherwiic WI 
chan he before deſign'd; for this: wou'd: MD 
plainly be to derogate from the perfection WC 


OL his nature. Yet prayer is the appointed 
means of receiving mercy and bleſiing» 
ed ot eats 
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from God, and he does many things for his 
| people in anſwer to their prayers, and has 
never ſaid to the ſeed of Jacob, ſeek ye mein 


vain, Now I ſay, tis no more difficult to 


| reconcile the divine fore-ordination with 
human liberty, than it is the doctrine of 
| the divine unchangeablenels with the 
efficacy of prayer. And ſo there is no 


more reaſon to reject the doctrine of the 


divine decrees, than there is the doctrine of 
the divine unchangableneſs, which even rea- 
{on teaches. 


Tho' the elect of God are predeſtinated 


to their wills when they come to believe 
in Chriſt, and chuſe the way of holineſs, 
Tho' all that the father hath given him, 


not by a force upon their wills, but a change 
in them, Surely God may incline the 
wills of men, without deſtroying the na- 
ture and freedom of them; So we read, 
Thy people ſhall be willing is the day of thy 
power, Plal. 110. 3. And God tells his 
people, I bave loved thee with an everlaſting 
love; therefore with loving-Kkindneſs bave 
| drawn thee, And the church prays, 
Draw me, we will run after thee, Cant. 1. 4, 


leaves ſome unto the ſinfulneſs of their 
yn hearts and lives, out of which he 18 


to faith and holineſs, no violence is offer'd 


ſhall come to Chriſt, yet they come freely, 


On the other hand, Tho' the decree ofGod 
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under 
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under no obligation to recover them, yet 
this enforces no man to fin ; but men's 
ſin is always voluntary and choſen. So 'tis 
ſaid of God's ſinful people of old, Iſai. 66.3. 
They have choſen their cown ways, and their 
ſoul delighteth in their abominations. | 

Io illuſtrate and confirm this, let me 
refer you to the ſtory of Fo/eph, which pre- 
ſears us with a notable draught & ſcheme 
of providence. God had a purpoſe to ad- 
vance Feſeph in Egypt, and allo a deſign to 
ſave his fathers hontealive in a time of 
famine, by ſending him there before them 
to make provifion for them; and as a 
mean to this Foſeph was fold to the Iſhma- 
lites, and by them to an officer in Pharaoh 
court. But will any one ſay that his 
brethren did not act freely in their ſelling 
of him, and gratifie their own envy and 
_ malice by that wicked deed? 

So our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was the lamb 
[lain from the foundation of the world, in the 
divine counſeb and purpoſes .; yet tis ſaid 
of the Fews that for exvy they delivered bim 
to Pilate, Mat. 7. 18. And the apoſtle 
Peter thus charges them, Acts 2. 23. Him, 
being delivered by the determinate counſel and 
fore-knowledge of God, ye have taken, and by 
Wicked hands have crucified and ſlain, The 
crime is expreſly ſaid ro be their own, tho 
done. in purſuance of the divine determi- 
nation. | * 
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Nor can the holy God be made the au- 
thor of {in when he leaves the ſinner to his 
finfulnels: For tho he permits the ſin, he 
infuſes no ſinfulneſs into the ſinner. 


Will any ſay, God's denying the reveng- 
ſul perſon, or the murderer, that grace 
which would prevent his executing his 
bloody deſigns, makes him the author of the 
murder? Or is his denying to others the 
neceflary ſupply of their preſent exigen- 
cles, the Caule of their making uſe of un- 
lawful means, by plundering and ſealing, 
to ſubſiſt themſelves ? No, this is only to 
be aflign'd to that wicked propenſity of 
nature, which enclines to fin when occaſion 
is offer d, & not to the divine efficiency. 


4. It is objected that this doctrine of 
particular election is inconſiſtent with ſuch 
declarations in ſcripture as thoſe that tell 
us, God is not willing any ſhou'd periſh, 
but wou'd have all. men to be ſaved ; and with 
ſuch expoſtulations as God uſes with fin- 
ners, and lamentations over them, when he. 
lays, Turn ye, turn ye, why will ze die? And, 
O that thou hbadſt known in this thy day, 
the things of yby peace And alſo with ſuch 
general offers of grace as that, Whoſcever 
will let bim take of the water of life freely. 


| This 
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This may ſeem a plauſible objection at f 
the firſt ſound, but upon due conſide- p 
ration will not be found to overthrow In 
what we alert. Fer as to ſuch declara- fl 8 
tions as this that God wou'd have all men o © 
be ſaved, and therefore to come to repentance, 12 
they cannot be underſtood to be any thing t: 
more than declarations of mens duty to re- 1 !' 
pent & turn toGod that they may be ſaved, [1 
and that che thing in it ſelf conſider'd is I 


to be deſir'd. They can't poſſibly mean '- 
that he wills the repentance and ſalvation I * 
of all as he does of ſome; that he wills it I 
as a thing which he will engage his power I] *! 
to accompliſh ; for then it would immedi- f. 
ately come to pals. --- The expoſtulations we 
meet with in ſcripture, are forms of ſpeech 
well ſuted to awaken men's conſideration, 
bring them to a ſenſe of their duty, and 
exCite them to return to God ; and are of 
this uſe in the hand of the Spirit, in the 
eftectual calling and converſion of God's 
ele. --- The lamentations that are made | 
cover finners, repreſent the deplorableneſs 
of their condition, and that God has no 
pleaſure in their miſery conſider'd as his 
creatures. If they are look'd upon as re- 
preſentingGod diſappointed inzand.griev's | 
at a thing which he cou'd not help, and 
has come to pals contrary to his deſign and 
expectation, they are certainly ſtrain d wo 

| | | | | AT | 


far. And as to the offers of grace in the 
preach d goſpel, they are and muſt be ge- 
neral, for the ele& and non-ele& live to- 
ger her under the ſame goſpel, and none 
but God knows who the one and the other 
are, Theſe free and general offers are for 
the encouragement of perſons awaken'd & 
in diſtreſs, and they prevent the returning 
ſinner from deſponding. There is indeed 
no deceit in theſe offers: Whoever ill may 
take of the water of life freely But when any 
are willing to accept of ſalvation in the 
way in which it is offer'd in the goſpel, 
they are made ſo by God, and ”tis in pur- 
ſuance of his purpoſe. We are ſure there 
15 no inconfiftency between particular elec- 
tion and a general promiſe, ſince our ſavi- 
our aſlerted the former at the ſame time 
thathe made the latter, in that famous 
place, which we have once and again re- 
terrd to, John 6. 37. All that the father 
ff 2iveth me, ſhall come to me: And him that 
eometh to me, Iwill in no wiſe caſt cut, 
From hence I ſay, it inconteſtibly appears, 
That a determinate infallible election is nor 
inconſiſtent with a free general offer cl 
grace 1 ſhall mention but one objection 
more, which is, OE EW TO | 
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F thly That this doctrine diſcourages per- 
ſons in the uſe of means, and tends co deſ- 
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any man's life, only of the veſſel. For ſays he, 
There flood by me this night the angel of God, iſ 


not Paul, thou muſt be brought before Celar : 


and by going zo flee out of the ſhip to ſave 
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pair. It I am not elected may a perſon ſay, W d 
to what purpoſe are all my endeayours for 
ſalvation ? I can never attain to it by them, / 
And if J am elected, why ſhou'd I ftrive N w. 
and labour, when my ſalvation is made gi. 
ſure by the immutable decree of God? be 
But, how prapoſterous is this, when the Wer 
end & means come under the ſame decree? po 
As I have had occahon once and again to Why 
obſerve in the proceſs of this ſubject. God's Mhz: 
decree does not at all take off the uſe of MH; 
our endeavours, for in the uſe of the means Nya 
the very decree it ſelf is to receive its ac- 
compliſnment. Let me refer you to a 

{cripture ſtory for the illuſtration & proof 
of this. When the apoſtle Paul was in im-Mj\« 
minent danger of ſhipwrack in his voyage iho 
to Rome, he encouraged the company by 
aſſuring them, there ſhou'd. not be the loſs of 


whoſe I am, and whom I ſerve, ſaying, fear 


and lo, Cod hath given thee all them that ſail 
with thee, Wherefore (irs be of good cheer: for 
I believe God, that it Jet be even at it was 
told me. Yer when the ſhipwien were by 


* 


— . 


1 Act 27. 23, 24. 1 de LY 
„ themſelyes 


unto Life, 99 


themſelves by boat, Paul ſaid to the centurion, 
and to the ſoldiers, except theſe abide in th: ſhip, 
je cannot be ſaved, Which did not at all 
weaken the aſſurance he had juſt before 
given them from God, that thes ſhou'd all 
be ſaved ; for God who had ee the. 
end, that they ſhou d be ſav'd, had alſo ap- 
pointed the means, that they ſhou'd be ſaved 
by the help of thoſe {hip-men : ſo tho' God 
has ordained the ſalvation of thoſe that 
ſhall be ſaved, he has ordain'd it in the 
way of faith and holineſs, and a wor king 
out their own ſalvation with fear & trembling. 
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There 1s no ſuch decree as this, That 
the ele& ſhall be ſaved, whether they work 
about their own falvation, or not. Or, 
hat che elect may continue unconverted, 
ad unconcern'd about eternal bleſlednels, 
nd yet get ſafe to heaven at laſt. If any 
„ee ordain'd unto eternal life, it is alſo. 
'Wrdain'd that they ſhall be awakn'd to a ſence 
their fin and miſery, to earneſt prayer to 
Pod for recovering & renewing grace : and 
Jo a diligent waiting on him in the ways 
uf his appointment, until that he have 
Percy on them. How then does this doc- 
© Wine fer aſide the uſe of means in order to 
_ Witain the end? 

If any make this a plea ſor not, ſetting 
out the work of their ſalyation, tis onlx 
es O 2 an 


1 

16 i 

1 

14 « 
fo Sl 
be N 
1 
nay 
+ BB 

r, 

i : 

1 

438. 

: 
2 
+ 
b 
\ 
4 
1 
1 . 
| 
[1 
: 
; * 
g 
1 0 
£ K 
327 * 
* 
141 
+3 : 
1 

1 +? 7 

1 
K-43 : 

Ks 1 

bo . 

j 1 
12 16 
#* : 
+ Mp9 
"3 
Es p » 

* 4þ}* Lf 

- , 

Hf £48 bY 

e 
ö i it { 
0 
" Bt Ji. 

8 Lal g 
e 
8 3 : 9 
& 7 
4; £98: 
N [; 
vi $44 
'*. & 
108 < 5 : 
1 
1 

; 14 
[AS + FT * 
: . 

L ul 

+ if 

1 * 
n 

* 

we 
4 + I 4 
iz - * 
1 7 4 

4 * * 
#3" /1 ” 
„ * 
-N 2 

. 

* 1 
1 T4 x 
3 1 

* F x \ 

.% 

N IS. 
gs 1: «# 7 
i 
l F 
L N 
ae ; 
92 9 4 
2 k 
bets fil 
< 8 
+ * 
WV 
a N 
6 $53» 
Ni 
2 
| Ny 98 
T a £2 av 
: ML 4 
7 7 11 
. 2 * 
n 
. 
$6 19 * 
n 
Fl I. 17.4 
ht 

i 6, 
. 7 4 
th . 1.» 
: 4 | && 
+4 11 
5 , 

1 

1 
7 1 
+ 


_$'>/ 2 
FLW 
BY r 
> 3161 A IP 
1 L S$S 
* 5% 5h 6 
f . 
45 < 5. | 
. : 
Fo 13 
3 +38 
1 Ph +0 
1 1 \ » © 
FP 4; p 5 . 
. . 
. 1 N 
— 1 35 04 * 
e 
1 * 


11 
* 


© Sunni, wore 
Og IE ETSY, appt . 
2 4 om 


—ͤ—— — — 


P Sr Ry aro — 
PF 2 op 
* ; : * 97 1 2 

” » 9 = 


Ve 


br Do. oo IE TV are 10+ I a. eres BS xn 2 r 1 
— * — — = — . * — EN ns op — 
„ Te a. 
* 2 P > - 4 
Fn 00-0 9 . 
_ 


— = 
_— 5, 
EIT 

. * 


. 
> LS WEL 
£ * þ — 
. 9 2 ä 8 
ae : 


el of ad, ili, been waſted, Il 
Es. „ an 


100 Of Predeſtination 


an excuſe for floth, and a meer pretence for 


their not doing what they have no mind to 


do. For they do not urge and plead the 


decree in other and lefler matters, as they 
do in the matters of their ſalvation. Other 
things ace fore-ordain'd as well as men's 
ſalvation ; how long they ſhall live, and 
whether they ſhall be rich and proſperous 
in the world. But who ſays, I don't know 


whether God has decreed that I fhall live 


to be old, and therefore I will not take 
food to preſerve my life, nor phyſick to 
recover me when I am ſick? Or, I dont 
know whether the decree will allow me to 
proſper, or not; and therefore Iwill not 
work nor trade, nor uſe any endeavours to 
get an eſtate. If any object the decree in 


the one caſe, that do not in the other, ſurely 


they are ſelf-condemned, 

And how can this doctrine have a peculi- 
ar tendency to drive perſons to deſpair, 
when it aſcertains ſalvation to a very great 


number, an innumerable multitude; and no one 


Knows but he is of that number? For it 
is a very great ſin for any one to conclude 
himſelf a reprobate, The greateſt and 


the oldeſt finner may not do ſo. For 
many of the elect of God have been leſt 


unto great fins, and ſuffer'd ro lie Jorg 
in ſin too; but been after all bro 8 tbe 


we 
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and juſtified in this world, and glorißed in 
the next. And if the ſinner is awakned, 
and broft into diſtreſs and agony, there is 
the more hope that he will be found of this 
number, and that a purpoſe of mercy con- 
cerning him 1s beginning to be executed. 
How in the world does this doctrine tend 
to deſpair any more than thoſe places of 
ſcripture that ſpeak of the difficulty of ſal- 
vation, and tells us that few comparitively 


will be faved 2 Such paflages as that in 


our ſaviours ſermon on the mount, Mar. 7. 
13, 14. Enter ye in at the ſtrait gate ; for wide 
is the pate, and broad is the way that leadeth to 
deſtruction, and many there be which go in there- 
at: Becauſe ſtrait is the gate, and narrow is 
the way which leadeth unto life, and few there 
be that find it. 

But tis eaſy to load any truth with miſ- 


repreſentations and abuſes 1f men will ſer 


themſelves to do lo : and ſuch is the per- 
verſeneſs of ſome, that they will give a 
wrong turn to a thing that 1s never 10 well 
explain'd and guarded, When we ſet forth 
the mercy of God, his readineſs to pardon, 


and willingneſs to receive ſinners that re- 


turn to him by repentance and faith in 
Jeſus Chriſt; ſome will abuſe it to preſump- 


tion, and from thence encourage themſelves 


to go on in ſin becauſe grace abounds, and 
to defer their repentance.to the laſt of their 
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time. This, ſo far as we can make a judg- 
ment, is a more common caſe than the o- 
ther; and tis full as dangerous to the ſouls 
of men: : Yer none would have us forbear 


it; and ſome think it can't be too often 
treated of, nor eno enlarg d upon. 


Indeed it is a uſual thing for perſons 
under their firſt awakenings, to have their 
minds exercis' d about the dodrine of elec- 


tion; but ſo far as | have been able to ob- 


ſerve, it has been a be/p, rather than an 
hindrance, to them in the work of a tho- 


rough converſion, and ſaving cloſure with 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and has been us'd 
by the Holy Spirit as a means to excite 
them to give more diligence to make their 


calling ſure, and to lay the ſtronger hold on 
the hope let beſore them, in a glorious 


Chriſt co whom the goſpel invites them to 
flee tor retuge. 


And it ſeems to me that upon a fair and 


Juſt repreſentation of the ſtate of the caſt, 


it will appear to every conſiderate and un- 


prejudic'd perſon, that a miniſter in treat- 


ing with troubled awakned conſiences, can 


do it with much greater advantage upon 


the foot of particeler election, and thoſe On 
ther doctrines of grace that are connected 


with it, than vn che foot of uni verſal re- 


dempt ion, 


- 
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demption, and the opinions that follow that. 
For, ſuppoſe a perſon in deep concern a- 
bour his everlaſting ſalvation, ſhou d come 
to a miniſter for his help and direction, 
and the miniſter ſhould tell him; God was 
a kind and mercitul being, who delighted 
in the happineſs of his creatures, and made 
none of them miſerable that did not make 
themſelves ſo; and Chriſt was the ſaviour 
of the world, who died for all men, and 
conlequently for him as much as for any 
one; and if he did but repent of his fins, 
and truſt in the merits of Chriſt, and lead 
a good lite, and continue to do fo to the 
end, he need nor fear, for the goſpel pro- 
mis'd ſalvation to him. Might he not re- 
plv? And if his concern was deep and tho- 
rough, he would reply to this effect; Tho 
God is a kind and merciful being, tis as true 
that he is ſo holy as to hate fin, and fo juſt 
as to puniſh the ſinner ; and how much ſo- 
ever he delights in the happine ſs of his creatures, 
we know 1t will be the portion of a great 
many of them to be everlaſtingly miſerable : 
True, he makes none of them miſerable that 
don't make. themſelves ſo; but this is my un- 
happy caſe: I ſee I ama ſinner, tho I was. 
not ſo ſenſible of it as I am now; I have 
revolced from him and rebelled againſt him; 
and J fear he will make me as miſerable, as 1 
have made my ſelf ſinful. And if Chriſt i 
/ 1 
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the ſaviour of all men, all men will not be 
actually and finally ſaved by him ; this ge- 
neral redemption leaves the ſalvation of 
all men at an uncertainty. If I could know 
he died for me in particular, I ſhould think 
my ſalvation ſecur'd ; but I have no reaſon 


to think he died for me any more than for | 


thoſe who will periſh forever. As to that 
faith, repentance and obedience, which the 


goſpel makes the conditions of an intereſt | 
in ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, whatever un- 
due opinion I have had of my own ſtrength | 
before, I am now convinc'd theſe are things 
-out of my power, and muſt be wrot in me 


by a divine energy. I find my heart to be 


hard and unbeljeving, averſe to the way of | 
-holineſs, and/ only bent to ſin. And | 
there are ſo many evil inclinations to be | 
denied, temptations to be reſiſted, and ene | 
mies to be overcome, that I fear I ſhall not 


hold out in the way to heaven; and with- 
out 1 endure to the end, I can't expect to 
be ſaved. Others have turn'd back, aſter 
they have ſeem'd to ſet out well; and 1 


have no better ſecurity than they had. My | 


ſalvation, for any thing I can ſee, is very 
_ uncertain ; yea, very unlikely, and next 
to impoſſible, if I am left ſo much to my 
ſelf in it. Y 1 55 | 


O: 


victory over ſin, the world, and ſatan, are 
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On the other hand; When a miniſter tells 
an inquiring, ſolicitous, anxious ſoul, not 
only that the death of Chriſt is of value 
ſuffieient to purchaſe ſalvation for all men, 
it God had been pleas'd to deſign the ſal- 
vation of all ; but that he died to render 
the ſalvation of a very great number of 
them infallibly certain; and therefore has 
purchas'd for every one of theſe that faith 
& repentance which the goſpel makes neceſ- 
ſary to ſalvation, which are moſt commonly 
wro't in them by the HolySpirit in the uſe 
of the appointed means; and that their 
final perſeverance in grace, and compleat 


ſecured in a well order'd covenant, of 
which the Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf 1s 
the head and ſurety : and if when the in- 
quiring perſon expreſſes a doubt & fear that 
he is not one of the happy number, & ſeems 
ready to be diſcourag'd on this account, 
the miniſter further lets him know, there 
is no real ground for any ſuch fear, inaſ- 

much as none can tell who are included in 
this number, and who are not ; and many 
are included 1n it who have greatly 8 
the contrary ; that the preſent concern of 
mind he is under renders it very hopeful 
that he will be found of this number at laſt, 
inaſmuch as this is the way of the Spirit 
with the elect of God, when he is about 
Fat IH TO eeflectually 
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effectually to call them; firſt to awaken 
them vurof their former eaſe and ſecurity, 
to con ine and humble them, and fo drive 
them ro Chriſt: That it he goes 0 
Chriſt for life upon the general call of the 
golpel, his election of God is put out of | 
queſtion; and then he need not be dil- 
cou aged on account either his unwor- 
thynels or inability; for che promiſes of 
eftetual and perſevering grace made to 
Chriſt in behalf of the elect are abſolute, | 
2nd he may plead them, and take the com- 
fort of them, and reſt aſſured that as Chriſt 

will caſt out none that come to him, ſo it | 
is not the will of his father in heaven, that | 
one of theſe little ones ſhould periſh ; and 
therefore he has undertaken to perſect that 
which does concern them, to compleat the | 
good work begun 1n them, to protect and | 
guide them thro' this evil world, and carry 
them ſaſely to the kingdom prepared for | 
them. — When, | ſay, a miniſter applies 

himlelf in ths manner, upon theſe princi- 
ples, to an awakened diſtreſled ſoul does it 
not carry greater encouragement, & ſtrong⸗ 
er conlolation in it, than the other, which 
cnly makes the ſalvation of all men poſſi- 
ble, hue e cus es ſalvation to none of them; 


f Mat. 8. 14. | 
2 and 
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and leaves them ſo much to themſelves in 
a difficult and hazardous work, to which 
they know & find they are ſadly uncqual ? 


Thus an anſwer has been given to 
ſome of the more common objections bro't 
againſt this truth. But J have not yet 
gone thro all that I propos'd ; tho' I have 
endeayourd to be as comprehenſive as J 
could. Another diſcourſe mult be allow'd 
me: In which I ſhall endeavour to improve 
the ſubje& to the ends of practical religion; 
and perſons may be directed how to make 
their election ſure ; for a perſon will never 
be chroly reconcil'd to this doctrine, till 
he has a hope of his own intereſt in it. 
Conſider of what has been ſaid, and the Lord 
give you underſtanding in all things; 
eſtabliſhment in this, and every other goſ- 
pel truth. This alſo we wiſh, brethren, even 
your growing up towards perfection, in know- 
ledge and faith, togethèr- with holineſs 
and comfort. We wou'd not have you 
always as babes to be fed with milk, but as 
men in Chriſt to be able to receive and di- 
gelt theſe truths which the apoſtle calls 
ſtrong meat. Tis a mean and a low thing 
for a Chriſtian to/be content to know no- 
thing but what is neceflary to ſalvation. 
There are many truths reveal'd 1n the gol- 
pel, which we can't ſay are abſolutely ne- 
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ceſlary to ſalvation, which yet 'tis a ſhame 
for chriſtians not to have the knowledge 
of, becauſe they redound to the honour of 
God, and have an influence into ſome parts 
at leaſt of practical religion. And if theſe 
are among the deep things of God, let it not 
diſcourage you from a humble cautious 
ſearch into them by the light of ſcripture, 


and with prayer to the ſpirit of truth, to 
lead you into all truth. 


1 conclude now with the apoſtles prayer 
for the Philippians, x chap. 9, 10, 11. v. 
This I pray that your love may abound yet more 
and more in knowledge, and in all judgment ; 
that ye may approve things that are excellent; 
(or, as the margin reads it, ty things that 
differ ; ) that ye may be ſincere, and without 
offeuce till the day of Chriſt ; being filled with 
the fruits of rightecuſneſs, which are by Jeſus 
Chriſt, to the praiſe and glory of God, AMEN, 
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Moreover, whom be did predeftinate, them he 
alſo ealled : and whom he called, them he 


alſo juſtified : and. whom he juſtife ted, them 
be ye glorified, 


E have had three diſcourſes 
from theſe words concern- 
ing the doctrine of predeſti- 

— 3 nation unto life The truth 

has been explain'd & ſtared 
24 in ſeveral propoſitions. It 
5 has been confumd and 
eftabliſh'd by plain ſcripture proof, and 
ſolid argument agreeabie to ſcripture. 

Some miſrepreſentati>ns made of it have 

been re&ified ; and ſeveral objections obvi- 


aced, 
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ated. I hope now to finiſh the ſubje& as | 
God ſhall vouchſafe to help. And the next 
thing we are to proceed to according to 
the method we at firſt propos'd is, 


IV. To ſet before you ſome of the ab. 
ſurd conſequences which follow upon the 
denial of this doctrine, and the difficulties 
of which the contrary ſcheme labours, and 
with Which they are embairals d who are 
on the other fide of the queſtion. This, 1 
apprehend, will caſt ſome more light into 
the ſubject, and further confirm the truth | 
we are maintaining; and it may help to 
undceive lome who have been ready to | 
think all che difficulty lies on our part, and 
there 1s litcle or nothing for our opponents 
to reconcile, or to clear away, before this 
notion can be embrac'd. 

And -— 5 5 

1. If ſuch an election as we have been 
ſpeaking of is not granted, it follows, That 

_ the will of God, even in an affair wherein I ? 
his own glory is fo greatly concern'd as I «| 
the ſalvation of men, is dependent on the will IF © 
of the creature. Se 1 


' 
| 
| 
t 
1 
\ 
y 
r 
K 
2 


i LAT 


bs 
Xt 
it 
4 
7 
f 
[oy 
! 
it 
' 
1 
[2 
1 
94 
. 
Li 
I 
11 
#4 
1 2 - 
5 o 
1 2 
= 
1 
F 
J 
* 


I think the more general ſcheme of thoſe I© i: 
who cannot ſubſcribe to the doctrine of 
election is, That God has not infallibly 

will d the falvation of any particular wi 
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ſons, but conditionally will'd the ſalvation 
of all men ; that 1s, provided they will re- 
pent, and believe : but has not determin'd 
to give this repentance and faith to any in 
particular; at leaſt not till he ſees how 
they improve the common grace and als 
vantages they ate under. This is evidently 
to make the will of God in this matter, 
ſubject to, and directed by the will of man, 
which is very diſnonourable to him. This 
notion repreſents God, as ſaj ing, I will 


that all men ſhould de faves; nevertheleſs 


it mult finally be, not as I will, but as they 


will. This is in effect to take away the 


will ot God; for, to be ſure he can have 
no abſolute will of his own, whoſe will 
muſt be directed by the will of another, 
and is liable to be fruſtrated by 1 


2. Without ſuch an electicn as we 
Fe maintaining, God might be wholly dif- 
appointed in his ſaving deſign reſpecting 
the children of men, and the precious blood 
of Chriſt might have been ſhed in vain. 
The o ne could not be ſecur'd, nor the 
other prevented, without an election ef 
individuals, to whom the redemption pur- 
chas'd by Chriſt ſnou d be 1nfallibly applied. 


They will not get clear of this abſurd 
conſequence, by having recourſe to the 
fore. Knowledge 
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fore-knowledge of God, and ſaying, he cer- 
tainly fore-knew that ſome, and a great 
number wou d repent and believe, and fo 
was aflur'd he ſhou'd not be diſappointed 
1nhis deſign, and that his fon would not 
die in vain ; becauſe, as we have ſhown 
already, the fore-knowledge of God ne- 
cellarily infers his fore-ordination :; for it 
is certain, that when all things fature were 
no where but in the mind of God, in the 
days of eternity, he cou'd know nothing 


of them but what was his determinate will 


and counſel concerning them. 


Or if they will ſay, that to prevent this 
diſappointment, God will ſo order it that 


ſome ſhall be inclin'd and diſpos d to com- 


ply with the terms of ſalvation; this is in 
effect to give up the point, and grant what 


we aflert: for this will be to allow diſcrimi- 


nat ing grate exercis d in time, Which can't 
well be defended without allowing a 4i/- 
crimination in God s purpoſe relating thereto ; 
becauſe they muſt otherwiſe ſuppoſe there 
are new determinations in the divine will, 
which woud be to argue him imperfect in 


* 


wiſdom and knowledge. 


3. Another of the groſs abiurditi:s 


which I apprehend follows upon the denia! 
of this doctrine is, That man's ſalvation is 


5 let; 
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left at the ſame uncertainty under the new 
covenant, that it was in under the firſt ; 
nay, that the ſtate of mankind now, is much 


more difficult and dangerous than it was 
| then, 


Man's happineſs, or miſery, turned upon 
the exerciſe of his own free will under the 
firſt covenant ; and ſo it does ſtill if the ſal - 
vation of a number is not ſecur'd by elec- 
ting love and. grace, And can we ſuppoſe 
it conſiſtent with the love and kindneſs 
of God, to leave ſalvation again to depend 
upon the will of man, which had ruin'd 
him once before? If free-will ruin'd man 
in his firſt ſtate, while he was upright ; is it 
not much more likely to ruin him in his 
worſt ſtate, now that he is fallen and corrupt? 
How can we imagine the wiſe God to ex- 
pe& his deſign of man's ſalvation ſhou'd be 
an{wer'd in the ſame way, when it was ren- 
dered much more unlikely ;Imay ſay impoſ- 
ſible now,tho' it was not ſo before? Agre- 
ably we read, Job 15.15. Bebold, be putteth no 
truſt in his ſaints, He does not truſt the 
concerns of his glory in their ſalvation, in 
their own hands; for he well knew his 
ſaving defiga wou'd then never take effect. 
And therefore their ſalvation is infallibl 
ſecurd by the new covenant, which is 
611'd a better covenant, eftabliſhd upon better | 
. | | promiſet,. 
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promiſes ; promiſes of reconciling, renew ing 
and perſevering grace, poſitive and abſo— 
lute, Heb. 8. 6. A tranſcript of which co- 
venant follows, in the 10, 11, & 12. v. 
and it runs in the moſt abſolute unconditi- 
onal {train that can be; This is the covenant 
that I will make with them, ſaith the Lord, [ 
4.1 pu: my laws into their minds, and write 
them in their bearts ; » and I will be to them 4 
God, and they ſhall be to me a people. And 
the) "ſhall not teach every man his neighbour, 


aud every man his brother, ſaying, Know the 


Lord: for all ſhall know me, from the leaſt 
to the greatef. For I will be merciful to their 
unrightcouſneſs, and their lins and their iniqui- 
ties will I remember no more. 
Once more, 
4thly, Another of the conſcanamces, 


333211 


which, as 1 conceive, follows upon the | 


dental 'of this dearine j 18, That the ſalvati- 


on of every particular man does originate 
wich himſelf; or at leaſt is to be divided | 


between God and the creature. 


They that are in the other way of think- 
ing, ſuppole that by the death of Chriſt 
mankind are put into a lalvable ſtate ; bat 
that the ſucceſs as to particular perſons de- 
pends upon their acceptance of the offer d 
falvation, and compliance with the terms 


of 1 it; which 6.CLCPLance and compliance 


(accordin” 
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( according to them) are not the reſult 


and fruit of God's purpoſe of grace, but 
rather of mens own reaſon ard con— 
ſideration, will and choice excited by 
thoſe rational arguments that have been 
{et before them, and that moral ju>ſion 
which has been uſed with them. Scme 


of theſe will indeed ſpeak of the grace of 


God, and acknowledge we can do ucthiig 
without tat; but all they ſeem o mean 
is a common general grace which goes along 
with the goſpel, and one may improve to 


equal advantage as another, --- And if it be 


thus, the ſinner that is ſay'd, is furniſh'd 
with an eaſy anſwer to that queſlion, 
x Cor. 4. 7. Who maketh thee to differ from 


another? The happy difference inſtead of 


being aſcrib'd to the free and powerful 
grace of God, muſt upon this principle, be 
aſcribd to the man himſelf, his own reaſon 


and choice, good conduct and endeavours. 


There is no medium here; for according to 
the apoſtles arguing, every mans ſalvation 
takes riſe from the free grace of God in 
election, or from his own works. Rom. 
II. 5, 6. Even ſo at this time alſo there is a 
remnant according to the election of grace. And 
if by grace, ( ſuch as I mention'd juſt now, 
vi z. electing grace; if by grace, I ſay ) 
then it is no more of works ; otherwiſe grace is 
no more grace. But if it be of works, then it is 
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no more grace ; otherwiſe work is no more work, 
But that doctrine which gives the creature 
ſo much room to boaſt, and put in for fo 
great a ſhare in the honour of his own ſal- 

vation, cannot be of God; for he will not 
have any thing of his glory given to another. | 
And nothing can be more contrary to the 
deſign of the goſpel, which is to ſtain the 
pride of all fleſh, to take away all occa- 
fions of glorying from the creature,and to | 
ſecure to divine grace its full honours. ? 
The prophet ſhews the glory and tendency | 
of the goſpel ſtate, when he ſays, as in Iſa. | 
2. 17. Ihe loftineſs of man ſhall be bowed down, | 
and the haugbtineſs of men ſhall be made low, | 


and the Lord alone ſhall be exalted in that day. 


The exaltation of FRER GRACE is evi- 
dently what the glorious God aims at in 
the contrivance of fallen man's redemption. | 
To this the whole frame is admirably fitted, 
from the firſt corner ſtone, to the bringing 
forth the top ſtone thereof. x Cor. x. 29, | 
30, 31. That no fleſh ſhou'd glory in bis pre- 
fence. But of him are ye in Chriſt Feſus, who | 
of God is made unto us wiſdom, and righteouſ- | 
neſs, and ſanct ification, ani redemption : That, 
according as it is written, He that plorieth, let 
him glory in the Lord. Eph. 2. 59, 8, 9. That 
in the ages to come be might ſhew the exc ved iug 

, Hhobes of. bis grace, in bis kindneſs towards us, | 
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through Chriſt Jeſus. Tor by grace are ye ſaved, 
through faith; and that not of your ſelves : it is 
the gift of God: Not of works, leaſt any man 
ſhould boaſt. 

And ſo we proced to the | 

V. general head, which is, To ſhew 
the importance of this dodtrine, and the 
place it holds in the ſcheme of chriſtianity ; 
by which you will be helpd to judge 
whether it is a doctrine that had better be 
ſuppreſs'd than publiſh'd in the church. But 
here I muſt be content wich hinting at 
things, Without enlargment, or 1 ſhall much 

exceed my limits. 


| To be ſure ; The go/pel can't be fully 
preach'd if this article is diopt; for it is 
evidently a great part of the iubject macter 
of the ſacred pages. 
We can't rightly conceive of the attri- 
butes of God, if we are unacquainted with 
this doctrine. --- It is in this decree: of 
election, that ſeveral of the glories and ex- 
cellencies of the divine nature, appear 1n 
their brighteſt and ſtrongeſt light. As to 
the. /overeigniy of the great God, his abſo- 
lute ſupremacy over all creatures, and 
right to diſpoſe of them for his own glory ; + 
bis is left out of the notion men frame of | 
0%, ut be Urs Hoſe WEIS 
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high prerogative, when this truth is not 
underſtood and acknowledg'd ---. And as 
to the divine goodneſs, mercy and grace, no- 
thing diſplays theſe ſo much, as the ever- 
laſting purpoſe of God to deliver ſo many | 
of the children of Adam, from the miſery {| 
they had involv'd themſelves in, and the 
pun ſnment they had deſerv'd, To deliver 
ſome, and not all, renders the divine good- 
neſs towards the ſubjects of this deliver- 
ance, more perſpicuous and glorious, The 
ſalvat ion of men wou'd not lo fully appear 
to be from free mercy and grace, if no differ- 
ence was made between perſons. To this 
purpoſe the apoſtle ſpeaks, Rom. II. 23. 
That he might make knywn the riches of his 
glory on the veſſels of mercy, whom be bad afore 
prepared unto glory; His making choice of 
ſome, while he paſſes by others, commends 
his favour to them, renders it more glori- 
ous in their eyes, conſtrains their admira- 
tion now, and will raiſe their higheſt notes 
of praiſe hereafter, The eternal melody 
they will make, is that, Rev. 5. 9. Thou 
g art worthy to take the book, and to open the ſeals 
thereof: for thou waſt ſlain,-and haſt redeem'd 
us to God by thy blood our oF. every tongue, and 
kingred, and nation. 5 e 


Nany of the peculiar, high and noble, 
inſtructive and comfort able doctrinesof the 
Ll goſpel 
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goſpel are concern'd in this, and connec- 
ted with it. What will become of that 
covenant of redemption between the father 
and the ſon from the days of eternity, of 
which we read in the 89th Pſalm; 5 zd ch. 
of Iſaiah ; roth and 17ch ch. of Fobn, and 
other places; if a diſtinguiſh'd number 
were nor given to Chriſt, as his charge, 
and as his reward? --- The ſatisfa&tion of 
Chriſt is rendred a very looſe uncertain | 
and unſafe thing, it there are not a certain 1 
number for whom it was made and accept- ny 
ed; and the value of it is leflen'd exceed- 1 
ingly, if it did not purchaſe faith, repent- 
ance, and holineſs, for them on whom they 
are beſtowed, ----- That free will which 
ſtands in competition with, and oppoſicion 
to the grace of God in our ſalvation, can 
never without this be thrown to the ground 
as it ought to be. The doctrine of effica- 
tious grace Which does fo much honour to 
the Holy Spirit; and the doctrine of the 
ſaints perſeverance. in grace, which is ſo com- 
fortable to them; depend very much on this 
doctrine of election. This is the foundation 
of all thoſe great and precious promiſes con- 
tain d in the new covenant ; the ground- 
ork of our redemption ; the riſe and ſpring 
of all choſe ſpiritual bleſſings we are made 
the partakers of, to which the ſaints 
ou d look back in their joyful praiſes, and 
14 ED without. 
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without the conſideration of which, they 
cannot comprehend what is the beight and 
deptb. the length and breadth of the love of God 
in Chriſt. It 1s therefore taken into that 
thanksgiving of the apoſtle, Eph. 1. 2, 4. 
Bleſſed be the God and Father of aur Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual 


bleſſings in heavenly things, ACCORDING 48 HE 
HAS CHOSEN US IN HIM BEFORE THE FOUN- 
DATION OF THE WORLD. 


Ina word; As this doctrine is a ſpring 
of conſolation to believers, ſo 'tis a moſt 
powerful argument to holineſs & obedience ; 
and this not only that they mayn't be 
without the tokens of election, but out of 
gratitude, and by way of acknowledgment 
to God for his diſtinguiſhing and eternal 
love to them, Accordingly it is matter of 
obſervation, that thoſe who have embrac'd 
this doctrine, have been among the moſt 
exemplary, cautious, diligent and fruitful 
chriſtians. But this has almoſt entec'd me 
into the 355 
VIth and laft thing propoſ'd, namely, 
The improvement of the ſubject to the ends 
| of ſerious religion, and practical godlineſe. 
| For had I taken it to be only an abſtruſ: 
| ſpeculation, and not « doctrine according 1» 
 godlineſs, Thad ſpar'd my ſelf the pains -I 
\ theſediſcourſes, _ c P56! e 
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The ſubject may be improv id, 


1. Io let us into the meaning of ſeveral 
of the acts of God's providence. 


Thus we are from hence ſurniſh'd with 
a reaſon, why the human race was not caſt off 
by God, upon the apoſtacy, as were the angels 
that ſinned. It was becauſe there was an 
election of grace amongſt them. This gave 
birth to the early promiſe of the ſeed of the 
woman to break the ſerpents head. To 
this it was owing that there was an arreſt 
of judgment, after the ſentence was pro- 
nounc'd on our apoſtate parents; and that 
mankind was allow'd to partake ſo largely 
of the divine goodneſs. 


We alſo learn from hence the reaſon of 
God's patience with the preſent world, 
that is grown ſo ſinful. It is becauſe of a 
diſtinguiſh'd remnant of mankind that are 
in it now, and are to be born into it here- 
after. So thoſe words are to be expounded, 
Ifa. 65. 8, 9. Thus ſaith the Lord, as the new 
wine is found in the cluſter, and one ſaith, deſtroy 
it not, for a bleſſing is in it: ſo will I do for my 
ſervants ſake, that I may not deſtroy them all. 
And 1 will bring forth a ſeed aut of Jacob, and 
ont of Judah a» inheritor of my mountains: and 
mine elett ſball inherit it, and my ſervants ſhall 
3 — © dell 
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dwll there. do our ſaviour ſaid that for 
the ele&s ſake, the days of the deſtruction of 
the Fus ſhou'd be ſhortned, and a ſtop put 
to that deſulation, which otherwiſe wou'd 
have proceeded to that degree, that no 
fleſn ſnou'd be laved, Mat 24. 22. When 
the elect of God are all borninto the worid, 
en ripened for heaven, then judgment 
will commence, the patience of God with 
our ſintul ſpecies will be at an end, and 
that deſtruction by fire unto which the 
world is reſerv'd will come on. 
Again, | 
Here's a reaſon of the divine forbearance 
and long: ſuffering towards particular ſinners. 
It chey are not among the elect themſelves, 
who are to be effectually called in due time, 
it may be {ome of the elect are to ſpring 
from them, and for this reaſon they are ſpar d 
notwithſtanding all their provocations. 
Ir God ſhould make quick work, and early 
deſerey all the wicked of the earth, whence 
thou'd his elect ariſe in the world? Fero- 
beam and Ahaz were not cut off in their 
firſt tranſgreſſions, becauſe good Abijab and 
Hezekiah were to ſpring from them. Many 
that will heartily embrace Chriſt, muſt riſe 
rom ſuch as reject him. The Lord ſuffers 
many, a wicked perſon to ſtand for a time 
under his patience, ſays holy Mr. Fiavell, 
becauſe children are to ſpring from them, 
„ | Who 
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who will obey and embrace that Chriſt 
whom their wicked parents rejected.“ The 
world then has no need to murmur at, and 
quarrel with this doctrine of election as 
they do. It is well for the reſt of the world 
that there is an election of grac ou of it. 
Others fare the better for this: Since for 
the ſake of theſe the wicked world is ſpar a 
from age to age, and the execution of di— 
vine juſtice towards particular ſinners de- 
layed. . 8 bes 


2. This doctrine affords much comfort 


and encouragement to ſerious and thoughtful. 


minds, in times of great defection and. cor- 
ruption. = > Regs 
When there is a wide ſpread of error, 
anda mighty torrent of profane neſs; when 
evil men and ſeducers wax worſe & worſe, 


as they will do in the laſt days; when 


many are turned from the faith, and. num- 
bers looſe their firſt love; let the pious 
and faithful in Chriſt Jeſus remember for 
their encouragement, it is impoſſible to de- 


ceive the elect, in things that are eſſential 


to ſalvation; and the foundation of God ſtands 
ſure ; hawing this ſeal, the Lord knoweth them 


that are his. And it may be the number of 
theſe is much larger than we are ſome- 


times ready to fear. As in Elijabs time, 
vhen the apoſtacy from the true worſhip 
20 R 2 | and 
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and ſervice of God was 2 general, that the 


good prophet tho t there was no one beſide 
himſelf who preſerv'd his integrity, he was 


told for his comfort, there were thouſands 


more. The apoſtle mentions this inſtance, 
and applies 1c to the times of the preach- 
ing of the goſpel, Rom. 11. 2, 3, 4, 5. 
God hath not caſt away bis people which he fore- 
knew. Mot ye not what the ſcripture ſaith of 


Elias? how he maketh interceſſion toGod againſt 
Iſrael, ſaying, Lord, they have killed thy pro- 


phets, and digged down thing altars ; and I am 


left alone, and they ſeek my life. But what ſaith 
the anſwer of God unto him ? I have reſerved 
to my ſelf ſeven thouſand men, who have not 


bowed the knee to the image of Baal. Even ſo 


then, at this preſent time alſo there is a remnant 


according to the election of grace. 


3. Since ſome of the children of men 


are choſen unto ſalvation, predeſtinated 


unto life, let us inquire, Whether we have, 
at preſent, any good ground to hope that 


we are of the diitinguiſh'd number. 


This may be known, or the apoſtle 
would not have exhorted us to give dili 
gence to make our election ſure; as he does 


.. 10. And he writes ro the 
Theſſalonians, as if their election, (or the 
election of the body of that church) was 


| a9, 
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no longer a matter of doubt, but of cer- 1 
cainty. The 1ſt ep. 1 ch. 4. v. Knowing, iq 
brethren beloved, your election of God. | 


We nee,, not here ſay in our hearts, ho 
ſhall aſcend into heaven, to ſee whether my 
name is written there? I#/ho will bring the | 
book of life down to me, to ſee he her I am Il 
enrolld in it, or not? The p1oot of this bl. 
matter is near us, even in the book of ſcripture 
which we have in our hands. 


The apoſtle in the place juſt mentioned, 
tells the Theſſalonians what was the proof of 
their election. Knowing, brethren beloved, 
your election of God: For our goſpel came to you, 
not in word only, but in power, and in the Holy 
Ghoſt, and in much aſſurance. Inquire then, 
what effect the word of the goſpel has had 
upon you. Has it come to you with power? 
Has it had a convincing, enlightning, hum- 
bling, converting efficacy upon you'? Have 
you found it as # fire, and as a bammer, that 
breaketh the rock in pieces ?--- Has it come to 
you in the Holy Ghit? accompanied with | 
ſuch an energy of the ſpirit, as to kill ſin in 
you, and make you alive to God ? tor the 
letter killeth, but it is the ſpirit giveth life. --- 
Has it come to you with uch aſſurance? 
Are you ſo convinc'd of the truth of the 

goſpel, as to adhere to the profefſion of it 
- 5 | againil 
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egainſt all the diſputings of men, and dif. | 
couragements ot the world; and ſo as to 
venture your fouls, your everlaſting con- 
cerns upon the verity of it? Do you eſteem 
the records of the goſpel to be faithful ſay- 
ings, and worthy of all acceptation ; and make 
the bible the rule of your lite, the founda- | 
tion of your hope, and ſpring of your con- 
{olation ? This ſucceis of the goſpel upon 
you will be a proof of your election, as it 
was of the election of the believing obedi- 
ent Theſſalonians. „ 

The apoſtle Peter allo ſhews us in what 
way and order to make our election ſure. 
As in the place we have juſt mentioned, 

( 2 Per. 1. 10.) Give diligence, bre- 
thren, to make your calling and election ſure ; 
your election by your calling: For, whom be 
predeſtinated, them be alſo called. If then | 
God has added the internal to the external 
call of the goſpel: If you are bro't out of 
thoſe ſinful ways you once walk'd in, to 
walk in the way of good men, the way of ho- 
lineſs and obedience; If you are taken off 
from the world, and no longer ſeek it as 
your blefledneſs, but have choſen God for 
your portion & happinels ; if heaven is your 
end, and you are reſolv'd to take up with 
nothing ſhort of it, and make uſe of Chr iſt 
as the way to it; you may then be aflur' , 
you ſhall ſee rhe good of his choſen, and reſ vice 
with the gladneſs of his nation, and glory with 
Lis inheritance, | Again, 
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Again, 

We are told, Acts 13. 48. As many as 
were ordained unto eternal life, believed. Ex- 
amine then, whether rhe faith of God's elect 
is wrot in you. Do you believe the re- 
cord God has given of his ſon ? God's way 
of ſaving ſinners by Jeſus Chriſt, reveal d 


and propos d in the goſpel, do you receive 


it, approve of, and reſt in it; and renoun- 
cing all other hopes and expectations, re- 
pole your whole confidence therein? And 
is Chriſt precious to you, as he is to them 
that believe? You may know then you were 
ordaind to eternal life before the founda- 
tion of the world. 


To proceed, 


Your love to God, as well as your faith in 
Chriſt, evidences your election: for ſo we 
read, 1 John 4. 19. We love bim, becauſe be 


firſt loved us. Let it then be inquir'd, Do 
love the Lord our God with all the heart, and 


ſoul,and mind,and ſtrength? Do Imake choice 


of him before all other things, and delight 
in him ſupreamly ? Is this the inward lan- 


guage of my ſoul, Thou art my portion, OLord.. 
Whom have I in heaven but thee ? and there is 
nothing on earth ] deſire beſides thee, You may 
then hear him ſaying to you, Yea 1 have | 


laved you with an everlaſting love. 


But. 
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But as love can't be ſincere unleſs it is 
 obediential, fo our new obedience is another 
proof and evidence of our election. The 
apoſtle has told us, Eph. 1. 3. He hath 
choſen us before the foundation of the world, that 
we ſhou d be holy, and without blame before bim 
in love. We muſt inquire then,if we wou'd 
know our election „Whether there is a lepa- 
ration wro't between us and our fins and 
luſts? Whether we walk not after the fleſh, 
but after the ſpirit > Whether indwelling ſin 
is a burthen and grief to us, and we are 
labouring in the mortification of it? Whe« 
ther we are in the uſ2 of all proper and ap- 
pointed means, Cleanſing our ſelves from all 
filtbyneſs of fleſh and % perfect ing holineſs 
in the fear of God? Do we deſire nothing 
more than holineſs, a conformity to -the 
image of Chrilt ? And do we lament no- 
thing more than our want of holineſs, or 
of conformity to the image of his ſon? 
This is &« token of ſalvation, You may reſt 
{atisfied from hence, that God bas not appoint - 
ed you to wrath, but to obtain an: by our 
Lord Feſus Crip. 

The next uſe muſt be by way of 
$5. AP to ſuch, as have no ground at pre- 
ſent to conclude themſelves of this number ; 
who have no reaſon as yet to think them: 
ſelves effectually called and converted; tõ 
have that faith, and love, and holineſs, | 


Wy which 


HL 
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which are the marks of God's ele&, To 
ſuch I wou'd addreſs a few words of dis 
rection; and O that they might be regard- 
ed and put in practice! 


1. Don't murmur at God's decree of 
election; for this is to rebell againſt God, 
and will highly diſpleaſe him. And beſides, 
you have no reaſon to do ſo; for this is 
not the cauſe of your continuing in fin and 
impenitence, as was ſhown when we an- 
ſwer d the objections againſt this doctrine ; 
but it muſt be aflign'd to the corruption 
and wickedneſs of your nature, from which 
indeed you can't be deliverd but by the 
almighty grace of God. Labour to be re- 
concil'd to God's method of ſaving ſinners, 
tho it be not ſuch as human reaſon might 
have carv'd out. His method of ſalvation 
is certainly the wiſeſt and the beſt : For as 
the heavens are high above the earth ; ſo are 
his tho'ts above our tho'ts, and bis ways above 
our ms Wa. 55. 8. 


2. Beware of drawing up any dark 
concluſions Concerning your ſelf, as if the 
decree; of God was againſt you. Satan 
may tempt you to this; but 90% are not 1. 


nerant of bis devices, Remember tho there 2:1, 


many ſigns of election, there are no ce 
tabenz of reprobation, except the 0 n E 
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the Holy Ghoſt. Suppeſing the doctrine 
of election, yer, as G d has a reconciling 
work on foot 11 this world, you are as 
likely to have aa 1::tereſt in it as another. 
It is certain God has a pu pole of mercy 
for a great many. dome in all ages ſhall 
find mercy. And there is nothing to ex- 
clude thee, in thy country, ſex, age, or any 
of thy outward circumſtances ; no, nor yet 
in the greatneis of thy fins, or long contt- 
nuance in them. For it 7s a faitbful ſaying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Feſus Chriſt 
eame into the world to ſave linners, even the 
chief of them, Wherefore your Way 18, 


3. To apply for mercy, and hope for it, up- 
on the invitations and encouragements of 
the goſpel. Even a peradventure is look'd 
upon to be encouragement eno to try in 
other caſes of hazard and diſtreſs; and why 
not in this? Remember the inſtance of 
Be-nhadad's ſervants, and take direction from 
it, 1 Kings 20 31, 32. And his ſervants | 
{aid unto him, Behold now, we have heard that 
the kings of the houſe of Iſrael, are merciful 
kings : let us, I pray thee, put ſackcloth on our 
boins, and ropes upon eur heads, and go out to 
The king of lſrael; perad went ure be will ſave 
life. So they girded ſackelgih on their loins, 
"Out ropes on their beads, and came to the 
2 ty Iſrael, and ſaid, Thy ſer vant Benhad ad 

. 3 ſaith, 
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ſaith, I pray thee, let me live, And the ſub- 
miſſion was not only accepted, and his liſe 
ſpared, but he was treated with marks of 
friendſhip and reſpect 
Go and do thus, O ſinner: ſubmit to mer- 
cy, without indent ing and making terms 
with God. You have much greater en— 
couragement to ſubmit to theGod of Heaven, 
than they had to the preſent king of Iſrael. 
There was but a bare peradventure in that 
caſe. They had heard only in the general 
that the kings of Iſrael were merciful kings; 
bur whether this king Ahab was of ſuch a 
diſpoſition, they knew not; and yet they 
adventur'd upon it to ſeek to him But thou 
haſt heard that the king of heaven zs a mer- 
ciful king. He has proclaimd his name, 
The Lord, the Lord God, gracious and merciful, 
loag ſuffering, and abundant in goodneſs and 
truth, He has actually pardon'd thouſands 
and millions in the like condition ; and 
his reconciling work 1s not yet at an end. 
A gracious mediator is provided to intro- 
duce you into his preſence, and to make 
interceſſion for you: If you will not then 
apply and ſeek, ſurely you deſerve to 
eriſh, | | 
0 O man, woman, whoever thou art, I muſt 
tell you before] leave you, Your election 


of God need not lie long at ſuch uncer- 


tainty with you, Yea, I may venture to 
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tell you, it may poſlibly be bro't to a happy 
concluſion at this very time, that you are 
of this number. I muſt repeat thoſe words 
of our ſaviour, John 6. 37. All that the fa- 
ther giveth me, ſhall come to me; and him that 
cometh to me, I will in no wiſe caſt out, Com- 
ing to Chriſt then is the fruit and evidence 
of election; and ſo this important matter 
may be decided by it. Now the call of 
Chriſt to you in the goſpel this day is; In- 
cline your ear, and come unto me; hear and : your 


ſoul ſhall lle: and 1 will make an everlaſting 


covenant with you,even the ſure mercies of David, 


Come to me, O ſinner, for ſuch bleflings 
as I have to beſtow on the people of God. 


Put your foul over into my hands, to be 


waſh'd in my blood, juſtified by my righte- 
ouſneſs,ſanRified by my ſpirit, and preſerv'd 


by my power. Let me henceforth be your 


prophet to teach and enlighten you, your 


prieſt to atone and interceed for you, and 


your king to rule you for my ſelf ---. If any 


ſoul of you do now comply with this call: 

If you can make this anſwer, Lord, 1 am 

Fe fs ha com? to thee, for theſe end md pur- 
po ſes 

| 1 thine now. if I never did before, and tale 

tee for my ſawiour leader, owner, and ruler 

Fer ever — The matter is then at this time 


bou haſt made me willing. 1 conſent to 


brot to an flue, The fecrer decree. of 
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election this day opens upon you. You may 
now know you were firſt given to Chriſt 
by the father, or you wou'd never have 
been inclined and enabled thus to come to 
him; and henceforth you may read your 
name written in the lamb 's book of life. 


5. The lalt uſe nay be to put thoſe who 
have any good ground to hope that they are 
of this number, upon ſome ſpecial duties 
agreeable to their ſtate and privileges. 


1. You ſhou'd thankfully acknowledge 
and aaore the riches of diſtinguiſhing grace, 
eminently illuſtrated in your election. The 
diſciple was ſo affected with the diſtin- 
guiſhing favour of heaven, to himſelt and 
others, as in a rapture to cry out, John 14. 
22, Lord, bow is it, that thou wilt manifeſt 
thy ſelf to us, and not unto the world! A be- | 
liever may ſay, How is it Lord, that thou | 
ſhou'd chuſe we! That thou ſhou'd ſet 
thine everlaſting lore upon me, when fo 
many others, falien men as well as fallen 
angels, are paſs d by! And ſo many of the 
learned, rich, and honourable of the world! 
And this before had any thing good in 
me; upon no fore-ſeen merit; nay, not- | 
withſtanding thou ſaweſt how I ſhou'd diſ- | 
honour and provoke thee by my fins ! OG 
glorious, ſovereign, & diſtinguiſhing grace! 


— — = 4 „e 
n 92 * — . — 


134 Of Predeſtination 


I can never eno admire it. Eternity will 
not be too long to praile thee for it! ----- 
Peculiar favour calls tor ſpecial thankful- 
neſs. I thank thee, O father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, that thou haſt hid theſe things from 
the wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed them 
unto babes: Even fo, father, for ſo it ſeemeth 
good in thy ſigh: ! Here, here, lays one, are 
** thanksgivings of the moſt elevated ftrain 
© In chriltianity They are words, to lift 
* up the horn. They ſound high in our 
* devotions. A thankful Chriſtian rai— 
« ſes his thanksgivings to the higheſt 
* notes, when he comes hereabouts. Tis 
LE windy peculiarly acceptable to hea- 
ven ; tis the very beginning of heaven. 


2. Love bim who has firſt lowed you, in 
ſuch a manner as may ſomething anſwer 
his love to you. Helov'd you before you 
had a being; and you ſhould love him while 
yon have any being. He lov'd you above many 
ot bers; && you mult love him above all creatures, 
more than houſes and lands, brother or Alter, 
father or mother, husband, wife, or children; or 
you are not worthy of him, or of that love 


which he has placd upon you. 

3- Always remember you are under. the 
bighe/t obligations to bolineſs and obedience, 
For ye are à choſen generation, a royal prieſthood, 
n N wie, a Werle people, vo, ye 12 d 

| ew 
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ſhew forth the praiſes of him, who bas called 


you out of darkneſs, into his marvellous light. F 
Put on therefore as the el:& of God, holy and 
beloved, bowels of mercy, kindneſs, humblencſs 
of mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering, forbearing 
one other, if any man have a quarrel againſt 
any ; even as Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſo do ye. * 
Do nothing to diſgrace this holy doctrine. 
Be blameleſs, and harmeleſs, the ſons of God, 
without rebuke, in the midſt of a crooked and 
perverſe generation, among whom ye ſhine as 
lights in the world. Let your watchful, 
exemplary, fruitful converſation, ſerve to 
confute them who ſay this doctrine tends 
to licentfouſneſs. Duty, gratitude and 
intereſt, all conſpire to make you abound 
in the work of the Lord. You are favour 4 
above others, and therefore ſhou'd often 
think on that queſtion which our Lord 
once put, Mat. 5. 47. What do you more than 
others ? | 


Cheerfully acquieſce in all the dealings 
of God with you. For all his providences 
are the effect of his purpoſes, and are beſt 
ſuted to carry on his deſign of grace con- 
cerning you. We know, lays the apoſtle, 


in the verſe before our text, That all things 
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ſhall work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to 
bis purpoſe. You are predeſtinated, ſays our 
text, to be conformed to the image of his fon ; 
and your very afflictions and ſorrows 
are appointed to bring you to this confor- 
micy to Chriſt, who was himſelf z man of 
ſorrows, and acquainted with grief. You may 
reſt ſatisfied, that nothing you meet with 
can hinder the purpoſe of God concerning 
you from taking effect, but rather all things 
{ſhall be ſubler vient the reunto. Therefore 
you may not only take the comfort of your 
mercies, but get above your afflictions, and 
rejoice in tribulation, Read the believers 
ſecurity and triumph, in the verſes follow- 
ing our text; Who ſhall lay ary thing to the 
charge of Gods ele ? It is God that juſtifieth : 
Who is be that condemneth? It is Chriſt that 
died, yea rather, that is riſen again, who is even 
at the right band of God, who alſo maketh in- 
terceſſion for us. Who ſhall ſeparate us from the 
love of Chriſt ? ſhall tribulation, or diſtreſs, or 
perſecution, or famine, or nakedne/s, or peril, or 
ſword? ( As it is written, For thy ſake we are 
killed all the day long; we are accounted 48 
ſheep for the ſlaughter ) Nay in all theſe things 
we are more than conquerors, through him that 
lowed us. For 1 am perſwaded, that neither 
| death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, mor things preſent, nor things to come, 

5 > 70r 


unto Life. 137 


nor beight, mor depth, nor any other creature, 
ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the love of God 
which is in Obriſt Feſus our Lr. 


Forget not to pray for all that belong 
to the election of grace. For thole that are 
not yet gather d. Other ſhe. p Chriſt bas, 
which are not yet bro't into the fold; pray 
that theſe may hear his voice, and follow him. 
Some of the ele are not only uncalled, but 
unborn : It is thetefore a ſutable petition in 
the publick liturgy of the church of Erg land, 
which we can join in, That it may pleaſe Cod 
of his gracious goodneſ's ſhorth to accompliſh the 

number of bis ele FT 
And pray for them that are gather'd and 
added to the church, That they may be holy 
in all manner of converſation, as be who has 
called them is h:ly ; May walk in the fear of 
the Lord, and in the comforts of the HolGblt ; 
and be prefling on towards perfection: 
May be guarded and ſafely carried thro' 
this evil world, till they joyſully enter upon 
the rewards of the next. Plal. 28. 9. Save 
thy people, and bleſs thine inheritance, feed 
hs alſo, and lift them up forever. 


Once more, 
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6. Let the ſecond coming and appear ing of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt, be the matter of your 
_ earneſt prayer, and object of your joyful hope 
and expectation. For in this day the Lord 
will make up bis jewels, Now Chriſt will 
raiſe up all that were given him by the 
father, without letting any be loſt or want- 
ing ; ſaying to his father, Here I am,and the 
children which thou haſt given me, I preſent 
chem all together, a glorious church, not 
baving ſpot, or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. 
This will be done with exceeding joy, both 
on the part of theFather who choſe them, 
theSon who redeem'd them, theHolySpirit 
who ſanctified them, miniſters who were 
inſtrumental to gather them in, and on the 
part of the choſen and redeemed them- 
ſelves. e „„ 


We have a pleaſant viſion of Chriſt at 
the head of a happy remnant, preſerv'd 
{rom the corruptions and carried thro 
the perſecutions of antichrift : Read it; and 
then think what a glorious ſight it will be 
ro ſee him at the head of the whole church 
_ ertheelect in the great day. Rev. 14. 1, 

to 5. And I looked, and lo, a Lamb ſtood on the 

mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and 
Four thouſand, having his Fathers name written 
in their foreheads. ind ] heard a voice from 
| heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as 
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the voice of a great thunder: and 1 heard the 
voice of harpers harping with their harps : And 
they ſung as it were a new ſong before the throne, 
and before the four beaſts, and the elders : and 
no man could learn that ſong, but the hundred 
and forty and four thouſand, which were redee - 
med from the earth. Theſe are they which were 
not defiled with women; for they are virgins : 
theſe are they which follow the Lamb whither- 
ſoe ver he goeth: theſe were redeemed from a- 
mong men, being the firſt fruits unto God, and 
the Lamb. And in their mouth was found no 
guile: for they are without fault before the throne 
of God. ons 
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Thus I have been carried thro' what 1 
propos'd on this ſubject. Many things 
which belong to it have been omitted; and 
others but touch'd, which I could with 


pleaſure have enlarg'd upon: but I have 
ſtudied brevity. | * 


And now, I deſire to bow the nee in 
thanksgiving 10 the God and father of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, who has given me this oppor- 
tunity co bear a {mall teſtimony to theſe 
important truths: I truſt J have had a 

e aim at his glory in theſe diſcourſes ; 
and fo I look coHim, in his fon Jesvs, for 
his gracious acceptance of what has been 
his own, and his merciful forgiveneſs Gi | 
| EY what 
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Of Predeſtination unto Life. 


what has been : otherwiſe : and on bim 1 
— depend to ſucceed them. 


I clofe all with the apoſtles prayer and 
benediction, in 2 Theſs. 2. 16, 17: Now 
our LORD JESUS CHRIST himſelf and 
GOD even our Father, which hath loved us, 
and hath given us everlaſting conſolation, aud 
good hope through grace, Comfort your hearts, 
and 28 you in every good word and work. 
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THE END: 
31 DEG 
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CORRECTIONS. 


p A 4. line 10. in the margin, r. cans 

. 65 r. reperent p. 41. 1. 9 1 epoftle- 
ib. p. 44. J. 24. r. acquieſces. p. 45. J. 19. r. 
| Hymentis. B. 72.1. 1 r. dele 10. p. 88. I. 8. r. crea- 
ture. pi 10f. I. 10. r. fell. p. 102. I. 5. from the 
bottom, r. ceaſciences. p. 119. 1. 2. from the bottom | 
r. pattakers. p. 125. 1.8. dele, or net, 
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